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THE 


P R E F A C E. 


ee © H E Publiſher of this Tran- 
W SS lation, with Remarks, delires 
the Reader to be aſſured, that 
© the Latin Citations are faithfully 
J tranſcribed from an authentic 
Copy of the Original Charter; 
and for the Juſtneſs of , the 
Tranſlation, he appeals to the 
Impartial Learned : And all he deſires as a Recom- 
penſe for the Pains he hath taken, is, that the Sub. 
ſcribers will, when they have it delivered, read it 
carefully and impartially, without endeavouring to 
ſtrain the Senſe to any other Meaning than what 
fairly appears to be intended. / * 


He is far from having a Deſign to diſoblige or 
provoke the reſpectable Body of the Council, or 
any elſe, by this Publication; nor could he have 
induced bimſelf to believe the Gentlemen of that 
Body, or any other intelligent and impartial Per- 
ſon, could be offended by his putting the Charter 

into 


vi The PREFACE 


into the Hands of the Burgeſſes in General, ſince 
it is. plain that they, and every one. of them, have an 
immediate and expreſs Intereſt in it. 


Ir is by the King ſtiled His LET T ERS PA. 
TENT), and therefore ought not to be concealed ; 
and it is directed to ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN : 
That is, primarily, the whole Body of the Freemen ; - 
as appears from the whole 'Tenor of the Charter. 


And as it may very well be prefumed, that not a few 


(even of the Council as well as the greateſt Part 
of the other) Freemen may not have had the Oppor- 
tunity of peruſing the Royal Grant, whereby they 
hold the Privilege of Burgesſhip, Ec. and ſo may 
nat be fully appriſed wherein that Privilege con- 
liſts, the Duties it requires, or the Penalties it is 
enforced by, he hopeth none can be more offended 
by this Publication, than they would by that of 
an Act of Parliament or other Law committed to 
their Truſt for Execution, wherein Privileges ſhould 
be granted, and Duties required, under the Sanction 
of certain Rewards and Puniſhments. 


Tk RE can ſurely be no more Harm or Crime 
in publiſhing this Charter, than in publiſhing the 
Macna CAR TA of England, the Charta de Foreſta 
and other public Charters, which we find done, 


without Impntation of Blame, by Hiſtorians of the 
greateft Character. 


As 


The PREFACE vii 


As every Gentlemin, at his being honoured with 
a'Seat in Council, before he can attend to any Bu- 
ſineſs in conſequence of that Truſt, and every Per- 
ſon admitted a Freeman, before he can Act in 
Purſuance of that Character, is obliged to take a 
ſolemn Oath, faithfully to diſcharge the Truſt and per- 
form the Duties of each Character reſpectively, it will 
reaſonably appear equally neceſſary, in either Caſe, 
to be thoroughly acquainted with the Conſtitution 
of that Body whereof. he is admitted a Member, 
that he may underſtand the Privileges he thereby 
gains an Intereſt in, and the Duties thence re- 
ſulting, and under what Sanctions the ſame are 
ſecured, that he may neither be wanting to him- 
ſelf and his Family through Ignorance of the Pri- 
vileges of Incorporation, nor to the Magiſtracy 
and to the Community from Want of a proper 
Information to what Duty and in what Manner 

he is obliged. 


Tus ſo neceſſary Information can, in the Na- 
ture of Things, no how ſo well and commodiouſly 
be gained, as by having the Opportunity eaſily to 
obtain a Tranſcript of the Charter, in a Lan- 
guage familiar and intelligible; as the Peruſal of 
that will, in the moſt comprehenſive Manner, give 
him a full and adequate View of the whole Con- 


ſtitution, with reſpe& both to Privilege aud 


Duty. 


80 


vii The p REF A dE. 


So that the Apprehenſion of indirect Deſign, in 
this Publigation, muſt ariſe entirely from Want wy 
a proper Idea of, and Attention to the Nature 
of Things; and is itſelf a very ſtrong additional 
Evidence of the Neceſſity, . and Ukiul- 
neſs of ſuch Publication. 


| | In ſhort, it is a Truth, Which * been univer- 
4 | fally allowed in all Ages of the World, that ever 
7 | Member of every FREE Society of Men ha 
Fol an original, eſſential, perpetual and unal 
7.26  RicuT to know the Laws by whi 
is, and is to be governed. Ignorance 
tery, in the Adminiſtration of public Affai 
ver was, nor ever can be of any Uſe, but to 
ſupport ood and Uſurpation. | 


„ Philod 
PTY ilodemus. 
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© Thartez of Liverpool, Ge. 


— 4 — * 


The KING to all unto whom, &c. GxEETING, 

SZ a2 E. have inſpected certain Letters Patent, 
under the Great Seal of England, bearing 
Date at Vgſiminſter the fourth Day of July, 
in the ſecond Year of the Reign of our moſt 
beloved Grand-father CHARLEs the Firſt, 
late King of England, &c. made and grant- 
ed to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of 


the Town of Liverpoole, in the County 
Palatine of Lancaſter, in theſe Words: CHARLES, by the 


- Grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, &c. to all unto whom theſe preſent 
| Letters ſhall come, Greeting Whereas Our Town of 


Liverpoole, in Our County Palatine of Lancafter, is an ancient 
and populous Town ; ind an ancient, and the ſole Port in Our 
ſaid County Palatine of Lancaſter; and the Mayors, Bailiffs 


and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, Time ont of Mind, have had, 


uſed and enjoyed divers Liberties, Franchiſes, Immunities and 
| : B Preheminences 


Preheminenees, - AB well a» 


by the 


of Liverpool in 


beloved Subjects, the Mayor, Bailiffs and * of the ſame 


Made a Body vouchſafe by Our Letters Patent to make, reduce, create and 
| Corporare» by confirm them into one Body Corporate and Politic, by the 
Mayor, Balif Name of Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town of 
and Burge ſſes, 0 | * 
of Liverpool: dient; We therefore Willing, that henceforward for ever 


certain and undoubted Manner of and for the Keeping of the 
be and remain a Town and Port of Peace and Quiet, 2 the 


. 
= 


[2] 


Loney Pie of fun 


Town have moſt humbly, beſought Us, that We would exhibit 
and extend Our Royal Favour and Munifitence to the ſame 
Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes; and that We) for the better 
Rule, Government and Advantage of the ſame Town and 
ſaid Port, by whatſoever Name of Corporation, or whatſoever 
Names of Incorporation the Mayor, Bailiſfs and: Zurgeſſes of 
the ſame Town of Liverpool were before this incorporated, 
and whether heretofore they were incorporated or not, would 


Liverpool, in ſuch Manner as to Us ſhall ſeem moſt expe- 
in the ſaid Town and Port ſhould be had continually one 


Peace and Rule and Government of Our People therein; and 
that the Town and Port aforeſaid henceforward for ever- 


— 


Dn rY n Wigs A... > : 
x > — n —_— — A 4 — * 


1 The Town of Liverpool made 'a Body corporate and politic, by the Name 
ef Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, A. D. 1627, 2 CAR. I. in theſe Words, 
« Neclaravimus et conceflimus od dicta Villa de Liverpod! in Com. Lanc. de 
«© cetero in perpetuum fit et erit libeca Villa de fe, er quod Burgenſes ejuſders 
Villæ et Gucce flares ſui de ceters in perpetuurn ſint et erint vigore preſentium 


unum Corpus corporatum et eye * 1 Majoris, Balſivorum et 
in . 13 N 


© Burgenfium, Villz de Liverpool, ance &c. 


Ecken to the Bafirating add changedblc Methoile of Adminifiration 


2 In 
_ they had been under before, as appears by the Records during the Reigns of Q. 


F112. and K. Jaxirs I. the Government having been (particularly * that 
| exi9d) 


and them by the Name of Mayor, Bailiffs and 


( 3] 
Dread and Terror of Evil-doers, and the Reward-of the Good; 
andythatifor the future they be enabled better to keep 
Our Peace, according to Law, in; And, hoping that if 
the faid Mayor, 'Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, 
and their Succeſſors, be made to enjoy greater Liberties and 
Privileges 'by Our Grant, then they may think themſelves 
more eſpecially and firmly obliged to the Services they are 
capable of, impoſed by, and to be rendered to Us, Our Heirs 
and Suceeſſors: Of Our ſpecial Grace and from Our certain 
Knowledge and meer good Pleaſure, We have willed, or- 
dained, conſtituted, declared and granted, and by theſe Preſents, 
for Ourſelves Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do will, ordain, 
conſtitute, declare and grant, That the ſaid Town of Liver- 
Pool, in the County of Lancaſter, hereafter for ever be and 
{hall be a free Town of itſelf, and the Burgeſſes of the ſame 
Town and their Succeſſors for ever hereafter be and ſhall be 
by Virtue of theſe Preſents, One Body Corporate and Politic 
in- Deed and in Name, by the Name of Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgeſſes of the Town of Liverpool in the County of Lancafter ; - 
rgeſſes of the 
Town of Liverpool in the County of Lancaſter, one Body 
Corporate and Politic, in Deed and in Name, really and fully, 
for Ourſelves Our Heirs and Succeſſors, we erect, make, ordain, 
conſtitute, confirm and declare by theſe Preſents ; and that by 
the ſame Name they may have perpetual Succeſſion, and that 
they, by the Name of the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the 
Town of Liverpool in the County of Lancaſter, may and ſhall | 


2 1 
« 


— 
Br 


Period) ſometimes under Direction of 5 Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, aſſemb led 
by public Summons; at other Times of a Deputation from the whole Body, un- 
der the Name of a Common Council, with the Mayor, Bailiffs, &c- which had 
no other Authority beſides What they derived from the Order of a Common Hall, 
Port Moot, c. To obviate the Inconveniences of which variable and una ue 
Method of Government, this Charter was ſued for, and obtained upon this. 
Confideration, which is thus expreſſed in the Preamble, © Nos igitur voluntes 
© quod de cetero in perpetuum in eiſdem Villa et Portu habeatur 7:7445 certns et 
© indubit atus Modus de et pro cuſtodia Pacis et regimine et gubernatione Populi 
© noſtn ibidem, c. de Gratia noſtra ſpeciali—— volumus, ordinamus, con- 
© ſtituimus, declaramus, Oc - i 


, Sl 
. Capable of en · b& in all. future Time, fit Perſons, and in Law capable to have, 


Suing, and 


1 2 59 85 Lands 3 purchaſe, receive and poſſeſs Manors, Lands, Lenements, Li- 


being Sued. berties, Privileges, Juriſdictions, Franchiſes and Hereditaments, 

of whatſoever Nature or Kind they be, to themſelves and their; 
Succeſſors in Fee and for ever, or for the Term of a Year or 
Vears, or otherwiſe, in any Manner whatſoever; and alſo 
Goods and Chattels and any other Things whateyer, of: 
whatſoever Kind, Nature, Quality or Species they ſhall be; 
and alſo to give, grant, demiſe, alienate, afſign. and diſpoſe of 
Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments ; and to do and perform. 
all and ſingular other Deeds and Things by the Name aforeſaid; 
and that by the ſame Name of Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes 
of the Town of Liverpool they may be able and have Power, 
to ſue and be ſued, to anſwer and be anſwered, to defend and 
be defended in all Courts, Pleas and Places whatſoever, and 
before all Judges, Juſtices and, other Perſons and Officers of 
Ours, and of Our Heirs and Succeſſors whatſoever, in all and 
ſingular Actions, Pleas, Suits, Plaints, Cauſes, Matters and De- 
mands, of what kind, name, nature, quality or fort ſoever they 
may or ſhall be, in the ſame Manner and Form as any other of: 
Our Liege Subjects of this Our Kingdom of England, fit Perſons 
and in Law capable, or any other Body Corporate and Politic 
within Our Kingdom of Encland may or ſhall have, purchaſe, 
receive, poſſeſs, enjoy, hold, give, grant, demiſe, alienate, 
aaſlſign and diſpoſe of, ſue and be ſued, anſwer and be anſwered, 
To have aCon- defend and be defended, do, yield or perform, * And that 
mon Wea, wih the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid 


change, break May have a Common Seal, to be made uſe of for all Cauſes 
and new make, A D N and 
1 ˙* oinenns: | 1 1 


— 


_—_ 


3 The Power of purchaſing and enjoying Lands, &c. and of diſpoſing of the 
ſame, is veſted in the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, and none elſe, or under any 
other Name or Character; in theſe Words, Et quod ipfi per Nomen Majoris, 
Ballivorum et Bugenfium, Ville de Liverpcol, &c. ſint et erint——Perſonz ha- 
© biles et in Lege capaces ad habend. perquirend. recipiend. et poflidend. Ma- 
© ner, Terr. Tenement, &-c.——ncc non ad dand. concedend. dimittend. alie- 
* nand- aflignand. ct diſponend. Terr. Tenement · c. | 


4 Authoriſed to have a Common Seal, and to alter the ſame ; i) theſe W 6, 
Et quod Maj. Ball. et Burg. Vill · predict. in perpetunm habeant Commune Si- 
| | | | | | 9 gillum.— 


=» 


LC 
and Buſineſſes of theirs and their Succeſſors whatſoever, to be 


done; and that it may and ſhall be lawful for the fame May- - 
or, Bailiffs and. Burgeſſes and their Succeſſors, that Seal at Þ 


their Pleaſure, from time to time, to break, change and make 


- anew, as to them it ſhall appear beſt to be and to be done. 


And it is Our further Pleaſure, and by theſe Preſents, for 
Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the ſaid 
Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid and their 
Succeſſors, that hereafter for ever there may and ſhall be one 
of the Burgeſſes of the aforeſaid Town, in Form hereaſter in theſe 
Preſents mentioned, elected, who ſhall be, and ſhall be called May- 


* a 
. 
* Po a 


* . 


Appointment 


of a Mayor, to 


be elected as 


or of the ſame Town, and that in like Manner there may and afterwards 
ſhall be within the Town aforeſaid two- of the Burgeſſes of mentioned. 
the ſaid Town, in Manner as hereafter in theſe Preſents menti- Of two Bailid 
oned, elected, who ſhall be and be called Bailiffs of the ſame the ſame. 


Town. „And we further will, and by theſe Preſents for Our- 
ſelves Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the ſaid Mayor, 
Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid for the Time 
being, or the greater Part of them, of whom the ſaid Mayor 
and one of the Bailiffs of the Town aforeſaid for the Time 
being we will to be two, upon public Notice thereof given for 

e 2 nr that 


_ „ 
1 — — —nI—_ —— 
— 26 IC ”- * — 
2 


c gillum.—Et quod bene liceat et licebit eiſd. Major. Balliv. et Bags et 


© Succefſoribus ſuis Sigillum illud ad libitum ſuum frangere, mutare et de novo 
© facere prout eis mel ius fore et fieri videbitur, „ 
* : 


5 Appointed that one of the Burgeffes ſhall be choſen for Mayor, and two of 


the Burgeſſes be choſen to be Bailiffs. Et ulterius volumus - ae con- 
© cedimus quod —in = etuum fit et erit unus de Burgenfibus Vill. predi&. qui 
© erit et nominabitur Major ejuſd. Villz, quodq; fimiliter ſint et erint duo de 


_ © Burgenfibuz=——cligend- qui erunt et nominabyntur Ballivi cjuſd. Vill. 


6 The Grant and Inſtitution of a Legiſlative Power to the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgeſſes aſſembled upon public Summons, — 
before and fince, under the Name of a Common Council, without any lawful Au- 
thority or Warrant for the ſame. The Grant is in theſe Words, Et ulterius 
© volumus ac per preſentes pro nobis heredibus et Suece ſſoribus noſtris concedimug 
© prefatis Major, Balliv. et Burgenſ. Vill. predict. et Sueceſſoribus ſuis quod 
5 Major, Ballivi et Burgenſes Ville predi&. pro Tempore exiſtent- vel major 
© Pars corum, quorum præfatum Majorem et alterum Ballivorum Vill. predi&- pro 
5 Tempore exiſtent · duos eſſe volumus, ſuper ſummonitionem publicam inde fa» 


ciendam, 


a Power aſſumed by a Sett of Men 


1 e n 
A Power to that Purpoſe, aſſembled, may and ball have Power and Ru- 
14 make * thority of granting, conftituting, .ordaining' and making, from 
e, Bali, Lime to Time, any reaſonable: Laws, Statutes, Conſtitutions, 
nd Burgefles, Decrees and Ordinanees in awriting, which to them, or the 
40 1 poo Part of them; of whom the Mayor and one of the 
e Purpoſe Bailiffs of the-faid Town for the Time being we will to be 
7 jj] afembled. two, ſhall ſeem to be goed, wholfome, uſeful, honeſt and 
10 neceſſary, according to their ſound Judgment, for the g 
| Rule and Government of the Town aforeſaid, and all and 
ſingular the Officers, Miniſters, Artificers, [Inhabitants and 
Refidents whatſoever, within the Town -aforeſaid and the Li- 
| berties thereof, for the Time being, and for ſhewing in what 
Manner and Order the ſame 28 Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, 
and all and ſingular the Officers, Miniſters, Burgeſſes, Artifi- 
l  cers, Inhabitants and Reſidents of the Town aforeſaid in their 
Offices, Functions, Miniftries, Trades and 'Callings within 
"My. the ſaid Town and the Liberties and Precints thereof, for 


* — ＋ i N * 
of 
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Nt the Time being, ſhall behave and conduct 'themſelves for the 
| | | further Public Good, common Ang and good Rule of 
wee faid Town, and the Victualling of t 


the ſame, and for all 


other Things and Cauſes, touching or in any Manner con- 


all | Cebrning the Town aforeſaid : 7 And that the ſame Mayor, 
Ws ö Bailifts and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid for the Time 
BYY 


{| Power to en: Mayor and one of the Bailiffs of the Town aforeſaid for the 
4 | dee the ſame Time being we will to be two) as often as they ſhall have 
i 


* | 
— Son te 


Whit by Penalties o made, appointed, ordained or eſtabliſhed ſuch Laws, Inſtituti- 
A 1 ons, Rights, Ordinances and Conſtitutions in the Manner a- 


os como 


wo — _— 


_ allow ad hoc congregati habeant et habebunt poteſtatem et authoritatem con- 


« que, quæ eis aut majori Parti corum, quorum Majorem et alterum Ballivorum 
6 Vii. dict. pro Tempore exiſtent. duos eſſe volumus, bona, ſalubria, utilia 


* regimine et gubernatione Ville predittæ, &. | 
7 To enforce the ſaid Laws by ſuch Penalties of Fine or Impriſonment as they 
mall think meet. | FOE. bas 
| foreſaid, 
. | > ; \ 


being, or the greater Part of them. {of whom the aforeſaid 


£ dendi, conſtituendi, ordinandi et faciendi de tempore in Tempus Leges, Sta- 
© tuta, Conſtitutiones, Decreta et Ordinationes 'rationabil. in Scriptis quæcun- 


| © honefta et neceſſaria, juxta eorum ſanas Diſeretiones fore videbuntur, pro bonis 


one of the Bailiffs of the Town for the Time being We will 


Succeſſors, or . ſome or any of Our Officers or Miniſters, or 


714 


foreſaid, may and ſhall have Power to make, ordain, limit and 


provide, - = 29% 3 Penal- 5 
ties, by: Impriſonment of the Body, or by Fines an eteiaa 
—7 or by either of them againſt — upon all Offenders 
againſt ſuch Laws, Rights, Ordinances and Conſtitutions, or 
one or any of them, as and which, to the ſame Mayor, Bai 
lifs and Burgeſſes of the 'T own aforefaid for the Time being, 
or the greater Part of them, of whom the ſaid Mayor and 


to be two, ſhall appear to be neceſſary, fit and requiſite for 
the Obſervation of the fame Laws, Ordinances and Conſtitu- ; 
tions; * and the ſame Fines and Amerciaments to levy and pu Fines to 
have, to the Uſe of the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſfes and had to the uſe 
their Succeſſors, without Hind'rance of Us, Our Heirs and 2 M- 
thoſe of Our Heirs or Succeſſors, and without any Compoſition es 
to be paid out of the ſame to Us, Our Heirs or Succeſſors: 
All and ſingular which Ordinances, Laws, and Conſtitutions, 
made ſo as beforeſaid, We will to be obſerved under the Penalties 
in the ſame contained ; * fo nevertheleſs, that ſuch Laws, Or- 
dinances, Conſtitutions, Impriſonments, Fines and Amercia- 
ments be reaſonable, and not repugnant nor contrary to the 
Laws, Statutes, Cuſtoms. or Rights of Our Kingdom of 
England, ** And for the better Execution of Our Will and 
Grant in this Particular, We have appointed,” named, created, 
conſtituted and made, and by theſe Preſents for Ourfelves, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, We do appoint, nominate, create, conſti- 
tute. and make Our well-beloved James STANLEY Lord 


— 
—— 


- 8 Such Fines ordered to be levied and applied to the Uſe of the ſaid Mayor, 


 Bailiffs and Burgeſſes and their Succeffors ; in theſe Words, Ac eadem Fines et 
| © Amerciamenta levare et habere poſſint et valeant ad uſum prefat. Major. Bal- 


$ liv. et Burgenſ. et Succeflorum ſuorum, abſque impedimento noſtro, &c. 

9 Such Laws and Penalties to be teaſonable and confiſtent with the Lawg of 
England. © Ita tamen quod Leges, Ordinationes, Conſtitutiones, Impriſon, Fines 
© et Amerciamenta-hujuſmodi fint rationabil, et non ſint repugnant- nee contra 
c | hy Statuta, Conſuetudines five Jura Regni noſtri Ange. 1 1 Bat 

30 JAMEs, Lord Strange, appointed the firſt, Mayor under this Charter, in 
theſe Words, © Et pro meliori — voluntatis et conceſſionis noſtræ in hae 
© Parte, aſſignavimus, nominavimus, & . predilettum IAcor un e 

N Dom-. 
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1 "my gelt Bai. conſtitute Our well-beloved RicuarDTaARLETON and James 


„ 
Strange, Son and Heir Apparent of Our well- beloved and very 
faithful Couſin WILLIAM Earl of Derby; to be the firſt and 
modern Mayor of the Town aforeſaid; willing that the 
aforeſaid JAMES STANLEY Lord Strange in the Office of 
Mayor of the ſaid Town ſhalt be and continue, from the 
Date of theſe Preſents unto the Feaſt of Saint Luk E next 
following, and thenceforward until ſome other Burgeſs of the 
foreſaid Town to that Office ſhall be duly elected, preferred 
and fworn, according to the - Ordinances and Proviſions in 
theſe Preſents hereafter expreſſed and declared, if the ſameJames 
STANLEY Lord Strange ſhall fo long live. We have alſo 
appointed, nominated, created and — and for Ourſelves, 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors We do appoint; nominate, create and 
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SOUTHERN to be the two firſt and modern Bailiffs of the 
Town aforeſaid, to be continued in the ſame Offices unto the 
aforeſaid Feaſt of Saint LUKE next following after the Date 
of theſe Preſents, and thenceforward until two other of the 


Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid ſhall be, as ſet forth, duly 4 
elected into that Office, according to the Ordinances and 3 
Proviſions in theſe Preſents hereafter expreſſed and declared, if 1 
the ſame RicHARD TARA TON and JAMES SOUTHERN fhall _— 


ſo long live, unleſs in the mean Time, for ill Government or 
evil Behaviour in that Part, or for any other reaſonable Cauſe, 
from that Office they ſhall be removed, or either of them 
ſhall be removed. And it is Our further Pleaſure, and by 
theſe: Preſents for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We 


— — 
— 


_ —— — * 


© Dom- Strange, Filium et Hered. Apparent · predile&- et perquam fidelis Con · 
© ſanguinei noſtri Will. Comitis Perbiæ fore et eſſe primum et modernum Majorem 
4 Vill. predict. : ; 4 | r 


11 Ricn - TARLETON and JAMEs SouTHERY appointed the firſt Bailiffs. 
x 2 The EleQion of a Mayor to be annually on St · Luke's Day. Et ulte - 


* ftius volumus et per preſentes pro nobis Heredib- &. damus et coucedimus ' pre · 


* fatis Majori, Balliv- et Burgenſ. et Sueceſſoribus ſuis, quod poteſtatem et 
1 1 8 | anthoritatem 


= 


[9] 
ire and grant to the aforeſaid Mayor, Balis and Burgeſſes 
and their Succeſſors, that the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes 


aforeſaid, for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, 
from Time to Time in all future Time, may and ſhall have 
Power and Authority, yearly and every Year for ever, upon Yai Ficc. 
the Feaſt of Saint Lo KE, to chooſe: and name, and that they don Sa May. 
may chooſe and name one of themſelves, who ſhall be Mayor gr on St-Lake's 
of the aforeſaid Town for one whole Year then next following; 


and * 3 that he, after he ſhall be (fo as beforeſaid) elected and 
named into the Office of Mayor of the ſaid Town, before he 
be admitted to execute the ſaid Office, ſhall take a corporal 


Oath before the laſt Mayor his Predeceſſor and the Bailiffs of elves whom 
the aforeſaid Town for the Time being, and the Burgeſſes of © be ſuorn. 


the ſame Town, or ſo many of them as ſhall be preſent, to 

orm that OfficeJuſtly, well and honeſtly in all things touch- 
ing the ſame ; and after he hath ſo took an Oath of this Kind 
he may and ſhall have Power to execute the Office of Mayor 
of the ſaid Town for one whole Year thence next following. 
14 And if it ſhall happen to the Mayor of the aforeſaid 


Town, fo elected and ſworn, within one Year after he ſhall 


be elected and ſworn into the Office of Mayor of the ſaid 


Town, to die, or from that Office to be removed, that then p,,vigon, in 
and ſo often it may and ſhall be lawful for the aforeſaid Bailiffs Caſe of Death, 


and Burgeſſes, or the greater Part of them, for the Time being, - of _ 


in a convenient Time after the Death or Removal of any ſuch 


Mayor, one other of themſelves into the Office of Mayor of 
the ſaid Town to chooſe and appoint, according to the Ordi- 


nation and Proviſion in theſe Preſents declared; and that he ſo 
elected, as ſet forth, into the Office of Mayor of the ſaid 
Town, that Office may hold and exerciſe, during the reſidue 


_—_— 


* authoritatem habeant annuatim et quolibet Anno in perpetuum in Feſtum Santti 
© Ence, elegendi et nominandi et quod eligere et nominare poſſint unum de ſe 
* Ipfis qui crit Major Ville prediiz pro uno Anno integro tune prox. ſequente. | 


13 The new Mayor to be ſworn before the preceding Mayor, the Bailiffs and 
Burge ſſes. | 5 | 15 


er to ſerve the Office for the remainder of the Y car. © Si 


Burgeſſes to cle anot 
| contegeiir 


85 


of 


14 If the Mayor 8 to die, or be removed, within a Lear, the Bailiffs and 
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of the ſame Vear, having firſt taken the corporal Oath, in the 
Form aforeſaid, and thus as often as the Caſe ſhall ſo happen. 
And we further will, and for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors by theſe Preſents, We grant that the ſaid Mayor, Bai- 
liffs and Burgeſſes of the aforeſaid Town for the Time being, 
from Time to Time in all. future Time, may and ſhall have, 
yearly and every Year for ever, Power and Authority upon the 
Yearly Elekti- aforeſaid Feaſt of Saint LuKE, to chooſe and name, and that 
ns thi they may chooſe and name two of themſelves, who ſhall be 
lifss  Bailiffs of the Town aforeſaid for one whole Year then next 
following; and that they, after they ſhall be elected and 
named, ſo as is before ſet forth, into the Office of Bailiffs of 
the ſaid Town, before they be admitted to execute that Office, 
ſhall take a corporal Oath, before the Mayor and laſt Bailiffs 


Before whom of the ſaid Town for the Time being, and the Burgeſſes of 


— Town, or ſo many of them as ſhall be then preſent, 


to perform that Office juſtly, well and faithfully in all Things 
touching that Office; and that after this Oath thus took, they 

may and ſhall have Power to execute the Office of Bailiffs of 

the "Town aforeſaid for one whole Year thence next enſuing, 

unleſs in the mean Time, for ill Behaviour or ſome other reaſon- 

able Cauſe, they be removed by the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the 

ſaid Town, or the greateſt Part of them, or one of them ſhall 

de removed: and if it ſhall happen that the Bailiffs of the 
* ſaid Town, or either of them, for the Time being, within one 
Year after they or he ſhall be elected and ſworn to the Office 


| on fn of Bailiff or Bailiffs of the ſaid Town, fo as is before ſet forth, 


Death or Amo- die or from that Office be removed, that then and fo oft it 
1 1 the may and ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Mayor and Burgeſſes of 
of then. the Town aforeſaid, for the time being, or the greater Part of 
them, one other or two others of themſelves Bailiff or Bailiffs 


— 


© contegetit Majorem—obire aut ab Officio illo amoveri, quod tunc—licecat— 
« Balliv. et Burgenſ. unum alium de ſeipfis in Majorem—eligere et quod fic elec- 
© tus Officium illud habeat et exerceat durante refiduo ejuſd. Anni. 


15 Two Bailiffs to be annually choſen on St-. Luke's Day, and ſworn befoce 
#he Mayor, the preceding Bailiffs, and the Burgeſſes. 


16 If a Bailiff dic, or be removed, the Mayor aud Burgeffes to chooſe * 
i . 0 


% SA 8 Is * > 
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Kingdom of England, appointed for Recognizances of Debts, 


kept by the Mayor, the ſmaller by the Town Clerk, for the Time being. 


_—_ 
of the Town aforeſaid, to ele& and appoint, according to the 
Ordination and Proviſion in theſe Preſents above declared, and 
that he or they may hold and exerciſe that Office, during the 
Reſidue of the ſame Year, a corporal Oath being firſt taken in 
the Manner before mentioned, and thus as oft as the Caſe ſhall 
ſo happen. And We further will, and by theſe Preſents for 
Our ſelves and Our Succeſſors We grant to the ſaid Mayor, 


Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid and their Succeſtors, 


that the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town for 

the Time being, and a Clerk appointed to take Recognizances 

of Debts, according to the Form of the Statute Mer- 

chant, and Statute of Acton Burnel, in the Manner and 

Form hereafter in theſe Preſents expreſſed and mentioned, 

may have for ever full Power and Authority of taking and 
receiving any Recognizances whatſoever, and Executions there- The Mayor, 
upon granted, according to the Form of the ** Statute Mer- — * 4 
chant and Statute of Acton Burnel lately publiſhed, and alſo Common Clerk 
of doing and performing all other Things which by Virtue of 10 take Recog- 
the ſame Statutes or either of them do belong, or can or ought es 

to belong to any Mayor, and to any Clerk, or either of them, 

in any City, Borough, or Town Incorporate within this Our 

acccording to the Form of the faid Statutes or either of them. | 
And that the ſame Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſles and Appointment 
Clerk for the Time being, may and ſhall have, and by Virtue of a Seal f 
of theſe Preſents they may make, aſſume, and ſhall apply one N.. Fieces fer 
Seal of two Pieces, of which one Part ſhall be the greater and by whom 


Part, and the other Part of the ſame ſhall be the leſs Part, 3 ſhall 
8 Pt · 


2 — — 
” 


17 The Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgefles, with the Town Clerk, have Power to 


take Recognizances, &c. 


18. A Statute Merchant, otherwiſe called Statute Staple, is a ſhort Writing 
in Nature of a Bond, according to the Form provided in certain Statutes. 


19. The Statute of Aon Burnel was made 13 Epw - I, appointing Statutes 
Merchant, and ſo named from the Place where it was made, vi. a Caſtle of 
that Name; formerly belonging to the BuxxELs, afterwards to the Lovers 
of Shrotſhire. : | | | 

20. A Seal of two Pieces, for ſealing Recognizances; the larger Piece to be 


to 


[12] 
to ſeal the aforeſaid Recognizances before them hereafter to be 
recognized, according to the Form of the ſaid Statute Merchant 


and of Acton Burnel aforeſaid, which ſame Seal ſhall be and 
ſhall be approved of henceforward for ever, as Our Seal and 


aforeſaid Recognizances within the Low aforeſaid ; the greater 
Part of which Seal ſhall always remain in the Cuſtody of 
the Mayor of the fame Town for the Time being, and the 
other Part of the ſame Seal ſhall be and ſhall remain for ever 
in the Hands of the Clerk for the Time being, deputed or 
appointed to write and inroll the Recognizances aforeſaid, accord- 
ing to the Intention of theſe Our Letters Patent; and for the 
better Execution of Our Pleaſure in this Particular we will 
and by theſe Preſents for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 


aforeſaid and their Succeſſors, and We ordain that RoBERT 
Fir Common 2D 9B80N Gentleman, the Common Clerk of the Town afore- 
Cleck. ſaid, be and ſhall be Our Clerk, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, * * to 

" write and inroll Recognizances of Debts, according to the 


the ſaid Town, and to keep and have in Cuſtody the Inroll- 
ments, Memorandums and Records thereof, and to keep the 
leſs Piece of the ſaid Seal, and to do and execute all other 
His proper Bu- Things, which to any Clerk appointed for Recognizances of 
ſincſs- ' Debts according to the Form of the beforementioned Statutes, 

or Either of them, do belong to be done and executed, and the 
ſaid RoBERT DosBsoNn, Our Clerk, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 


ſaid Town, according to the Form of the aforeſaid Statutes, or 


and otherwiſe to do and execute all other Things, which to an 
Clerk appointed for Recognizances of Debt according to the 
Form of the Statutes aforcſaid, or either of them, do belo 
to be done and executed, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 


— 


ꝶ—— 


21 · RoERT Dossown Gent. appointed firſt Clerk under this Charter · 
22 The proper Buſineſs of the Clerk. Ad recognition. debitor. infra vill. re · 
nd. et ĩxrotuland · et ad minorem peciam ſigilli preditti euſtodiend . 


We 


digt ſeribe 
fagimus, Oc 


tat of Our Heirs and Succeſſors, for taking and Sealing the 


We grant to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town 


Form of the Statutes aforeſaid and of either of them, within 


to take, write and inroll Recognizances of Debts within the 


either of them, and to keep the leſs Piece of the ſaid Seal, 
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We make, ordain and conſtitute by thefe Preſents. And We 
further will and grant to the ſaid 1 and Burgeſſes 
of the Town aforeſaid, and their Succeſſors, and by theſe 
Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We ordain 
that the Common Clerk of the ſame. Town, for the T ime 
being, be and ſhall be in all future Time Our Clerk, Our 
Heirs and Succeſlors, to take, write and inroll Recognizances 
of Debts, according to the Form of the ſaid Statutes, and of 
each of them, and to keep the Inrollments, Memorandums 
and Records thereof, and to have in Cuſtody the leſs Piece of 
the aforeſaid Seal, and further to do wo execute all other 
Things, which to any Clerk appointed for Recognizances of 
Debts, according to the Form of the ſaid Statutes and each 
of them, pertaineth to be done or executed; and the ſaid 
Common Clerk of the Town aforeſaid, for the Time being, 
for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to take, write and 
inroll Recognizances of Debts, according to the Form of the 
aforeſaid Statutes and each of them, and to keep the leſs Piece 
of the ſaid Seal ; and further, all other things to do and execute, 
which to any Clerk appointed for Recognizances of Debts, ac- 
cording to the Form of the Statutes aforeſaid, and each of 
them, belongeth to be done and executed, for Ourſelves, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, We make, ordain and conſtitute b 

theſe Preſents. *3 And we further will, and by theſe Preſents, 


for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the ſaid The Mayor 

Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes and their Succeſſors, that the and ſenior Al- 
derman to be 

Juſtices wich- 


Alderman of the ſame Town for the Time being, be and they in the Town, 


Mayor of the ſaid Town for the Time being, and the ſenior 


mall be, or either of them, henceforward for ever may be and 
ſhall be Our Juſtice, and of Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to preſerve 
the Peace in the ſame Town, the Liberties and Precincts of the 
ſame, and allo the Statutes concerning Artificers and Labourers, 
24 Weights and Meaſures within the ſaid Town, the Liberties 
and PrecinQs of the ſame, to keep, amend or cauſe to be amended ; 


* 9 —— 


" " 
* * 2 1 — 9 — * — * . _ * 7 


23 The Mayor and the ſenior Alderman to be Juſtices to keep the Peace 


uithin the ſaid Town: 


24 To regulate Weights and Meaſures» 25 And 


141 


25 And that the ſaid Mayor, for the Time being, and the 
ſenior Alderman of the ſaid Town may and ſhall have full 
Power and Authority to enquire concerning all Manner of 
Tranſgreſſions, Miſpriſons and other inferior Crimes, Defaults 
and Articles within the ſaid Town, the Liberties and Precincts 
thereof, done, moved or perpetrated, which before the Keepers 


of the Peace and Juſtices in any County of Our Kingdom of 


England, by the Laws and Statutes of the ſame as Juſtices of 
the Peace, ought to be or might be enquired into; fo never- 
theleſs, that to a Determination of any Treaſon, Murder or 
Felony, or any other Matter touching Loſs of Life or Limbs 
within the Town aforeſaid, the Liberties and Precincts of the 
ſame, without Our ſpecial Mandate, or of Our Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors, they may not in any Manner proceed. *5 And further, 
of Our more extenſive efpecial Favour, and out of Our certain 
Knowledge and meer good Will, We grant and confirm, for 
Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to the ſaid Mayor, Bai- 
liffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, and their Succeſſors, 
all and all Manner of lawful Liberties, Privileges, Franchiſes, 
Immunities, Executions, Cuſtoms, Quittances and juri.dictions 
whatſoever, and alſo all and ſingular the ſame and ſuch Lands, 
Tenements and Hereditaments (which the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgeſſes of the faid Town, or ſome or any of them by what- 
ſoever Names or by whatſoever Name, or whatſoever Incorpo- 
ration or Pretence of any Incorporation before this they have 
had, uſed or enjoyed, or ought to have, hold, uſe or enjoy, 
hath had, held, uſcd or enjoyed, or ought to have done to 
them and their Succeſlors for ever, from the Statute of Inheri- 
tances, by Reaſon or Pretence of any Charters or Letters Patent 
| by any of Our Progenitors or Anceſtors, Kings or Queens of 
England, heretofore made, confirmed or granted, or by what- 
ſoever other lawful Manner, Right or Title, Cuſtom, Uſe or 
Preſcription before this uſed, had or accuſtomed) to be held 


» 


25 To enquire concerning ſmaller Crimes, but not concerning Treaſon, 
Murder, or other Capital Offences - 55 | 


26 Confirmation of former Privileges, c. 72 
| from 
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from Us, Our Heirs and Sueceſſors, by ſuch, the ſame and 


like Rents and Services and Tenures as the ſame from Us or 
Our Predeceſſors heretofore. were held, and not by any other: 
Wherefore it is Our Will, and We firmly enjoin and command, for 


- Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, that the ſaid Mayor, 


Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, may have, hold, uſe and enjoy, and be for ever capa- 
ble to have, hold, uſe and enjoy all the Liberties, Authorities, 
Juriſdictions, Franchiſes and Quittances before mentioned, 
according to the Tenor and Effect of theſe Our Letters Patent, 
without the Action or Hinderance of Us, Our Heirs or Suc- 
ceſſors, the Juſtices, Sheriffs or other Our Bailiffs, or of Our 
Heirs or Succeſſors whatſoever, Willing that the ſame Mayor, 
Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, or ſome or any 
of them; by Reaſon of the Premiſſes or any of them, by Us 
or Our Heirs, Juſtices, Sheriffs, Eſcheators, or by any Bailiffs 
or Miniſters of Ours, Our Heirs or Succeſſors whatſoever, 
ſhall not be henceforward ſued, moleſted, vexed or aggrieved, or 
in anywiſe diſturbed ; Willing, and by theſe Preſents command- 
ing and enjoining as well Our Treaſurer, Chancellor and 
Baron of Our Court of Exchequer at Vęſiminſter, and other 
Juſtices of Ours, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, as alſo Our At- 
torney and Sollicitor-General for the Time being and each of 
them, and all other Our Officers and Miniſters whatſoever, that 
neither they, nor ſome or any of them, any Writ or Information 
of Quo 3 or any other Writ, Writs or Proceſſes of 
Ours whatſoever, againſt the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of 
the Town aforeſaid, or ſome or any of them, for any Cauſes, 
Things, Matters, Offences, by Claim or Uſurpation, or ſome 
of them, by themſelves or any of them, duly claimed attempt- 


ed, uſed, or uſurped before the Day of making theſe 


Preſents, may proſecute or continue, or may make and ſhall 
cauſe, or any of them may make, or ſhall cauſe to be proſecuted 


or continued. Willing alſo, that the fame Mayor, Bailiffs 


and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, or any of them, by any 
Juſtice, Officer or Miniſter aforeſaid may not be in the leaf 


moleſted or hindered in or for the ſaid due“ Uſe-claim, or from“ Uſuclamio- 
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the Uſe of any other Liberties, Franchiſes, or Juriſdictions, within 


the aforeſaid Town, or the Liberties thereof, before the Day of 
making theſe Our Letters Patent, or be compelled to anſwer for 


them, or any of them. And further, from Our more exteri- 


five ſpecial Favour, and out of Our certain Knowledge and 


meer good Pleaſure, We will and by theſe Preſents, for Our- 
ſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the aforeſaid 
Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, and their Succeſſors, that theſe 
Our Letters Patent, or the Inrollments of the ſame, ſhall be to 


all Intents and Purpoſes, firm, valid, good, ſufficient and 
effectual in Law againſt Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, as well 
in all Our Courts as elſewhere within Our Kingdom of 


England, without any other Confirmation, Licences or Lo- 


lerations from Us, Our Heirs or Succeſſors hereafter, by the 
aforeſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, or their Sueceſſors, to 


be procured or obtained, *7 > egy the ill Reciting 
a 


or ill Naming, or the not Reciting or not Naming. the Town 
aforeſaid and the Reſt of the Premiſſes or any Part thereof, 
and notwithſtanding the not finding the Office or Inquifition 
of the Premiſſes, or any Part thereof, whereby Our Title 
ought to be found before the Making of thefe Our Letters Pa- 
tent, and notwithſtanding the ill Reciting, or ill Naming, or not 
Reciting or not Naming any Demiſe or Grant of the Premiſſes, 
or any Part thereof, made, being on Record or not on Record, 
and notwithſtanding the ill Naming or not Naming any 'Town, 


Hamlet, Pariſh, Place or County wherein the Premiſſes, or 


any Part thereof, do or doth exiſt; and notwithſtanding a 
full, true and certain Mention of the Names of the Farmers 
or Occupiers of the Premiſſes, or any Part thereof; is not 
made; and notwithſtanding any Defects concerning the Cer- 
tainty or Reputation or Declaration of the true yearly Value 


of the Premiſſes, or any Part thereof, or the yearly reſerved 


| Rents of and upon the Premiſſes, or of and upon any Part 


thereof, in theſe Our Letters Patent expreſſed and contained; 


as * a * — Mts * all ——— * 


4 
— 
1 


and notwithſtanding any Defects in not Naming or in wrong 


27 No Defekt of Expreſſion to Defeat the Intention of this Charter. 
Naming 


1171 
Naming any Tenant, Farmer or Occupier of the Premiſles, 
or any Part thereof; and notwithſtanding the Act in Parlia- 
ment of the Lord Henry the Sixth, late King of England, 
Our Anceſtor, in the Eighteenth Year of his Reign made 
and publiſhed ; and notwithſtanding any other Defects in not 
right Naming the Nature, Kinds, Species, Quantity and Qua- 
lity of the Premiſſes, or any Part thereof. We alſo will, and 
by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeflors, 


Town aforeſaid, and their Succeflors, that they may and ſhall 
have theſe Our Letters Patent both under Our Great Seal of 


We grant to the faid Mays Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the 


England, and alſo under the Seal of Our Dutchy of Lancaſter, 


in due Manner made and ſealed, without Fine or Fee, great 


or ſmall by them, in Our Hanaper or elſewhere to Our Uſe, 
in any wiſe to be rendred, paid or given, becauſe that expreſs 
Mention of the true yearly Value, or of the Certainty of the 
Premiſſes or any Part thereof, or of other Gifts and Grants 
by Us, or by any of Our Progenitors or Predeceſſors, to the 
ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of Liverpool aforeſaid, be- 


fore this Time made, doth not in theſe Preſents appear; or 
any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Proviſion, Proclamation or 


Reſtriction to the Contrary hereof, before this had, made, 


publiſhed, ordained, or provided, or any other Thing, Cauſe 


or Matter whatſoever, in anywiſe notwithſtanding. In Teſti- 
mony whereof We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be made 
Patent. Witneſs Myſelf at Veſiminſter, the fourth Day of 
July, in the ſecond Year of Our Reign. 958 


We therefore all and ſingular the * *Franchiſes, Liberties, Pri- 


vileges, Quittances, Immunities, Grants and Confirmations be- 


Heirs and Suecceſſors, as much as in Us lies, We do accept, 


approve and ratify, and all and ſingular the ſaid Franchiſes, Li- 


berties, 


as 


ww — 


28 Here is a moſt full and expreſs Recognition and Confirmation of every 


The Charter of 
King Milliam 
conſirms that 

of K. Charles 15. 9 
. P b and all the Pri- 
fore mentioned having ratified and granted, for Ourſelves, Our vileges nt 

to the Mayor; 


Bailiffs jar 


Burgeiles» 


Thing granted and appointed by the Charter of CARLES I, without ar Ex- 


cepti on, in theſe Words: * Nas autem omnia et fingularia Francheſias, Liber- 
s gates, Privilegia, Quictancias, Immunitates, Conce ſſiones et Confirmationes 
| D predict · 


— 
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ins 
erties, Privileges, Quittances and Immunities to Our beloved the 
Mayor and Bailiffs, in theſe Preſents hereafter named, and to 


the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, and 


their Succeſſors, by the Tenor of theſe Preſents, We grant 
and confirm, as the before mentioned Charters or Letters Pa- 
tent do rationally teſtify, and as the fame Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgefles of the ſaid N of Liverpool, or their Predeceſſors 


ever did, or might or ought to uſe and enjoy the ſaid Fran- 


chiſes, Liberties, Privileges, Quittances and Immunities, altho' 


the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the ſame Town, or | 
their Predeceſſors have abuſed or not ufed the ſaid Franchiſes, 


| Liberties, Privileges, Quittances and Immunities, or ſome or 


any of them. And whereas it is given Us to underſtand, that a 
The Charter of © of the Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, by a Combina- 
Charles II, diſ- 


annulled and of the Burgeſſes of the ſame Town, and without a Sur- 
condemned. 


tion among themſelves, without the Aſſent of the greater Part 


render of the before recited Charter, or any Judgment of 
Duo Warranto, or otherwiſe, given againſt the ſame, have 
procured a new Charter, under the Seal of the _ Pala- 
tine of Lancaſter, to be granted to the Town aforeſaid, bearing 
Date the eighth Day of July, in the twenty-ninth Year of the 


Reign of the late Lord, King CHARLES the Second; in which, 


ſundry material Changes were deſigned to be made in the 
Government of the faid Town; which ſaid Alterations have 
. | | __. - cauſed 


— 


* * — * — 


* 5 , — 


18 preditt· rata habentes et grata, pro nobis, Heredibus et Succeſſor: noſtr quan- 


© tum in nobis eſt acceptamus, approbamus & ratificamus, ac omnia & ſin gula 
Francheſias, Libertates, Privilegia, Quietancias & Immunitates predic- dile&s 


nobis Majori & Balliv. in hiis preſentibus inferius nominatis et Major. Balliv. & | 
© Burgenſibus Vill. predift. et Succe{ſoribus ſuis tenore Preſentium concedimus et 


© confirmamus, Sc. Had any Additions, made by this Charter, been any how 


cohtrary to or inconſiſtent with thoſe of the recited Charter, there would have been 
4 general Exception in theſe, IR like, Words Except. rout. in hiis Preſen- 


tibus inferius excipitur. &. But it appears, that every Addition in this Char- 


ter is only for making more effeQual the Grants and Appointments of the For- 


mer, to che whole Corporation- 


. 
- "2 


29 The Charter of Cuantes IT obtained Wr ee by a Faction of a 


few of the Burgeffes, without the Conſent and Concurrence of the Corpora- 
tion in General, is here declared to be null and void; both as having been ob- 


tained 
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Cauſed many Differences and Doubts, concerning the Liber- 
ties, Franchiſes and Cuſtoms of the Town aforeſaid, and alſo 
concerning the Election and Appointment of the Mayor, 
and divers other Officers of the ſame Town; Now know ye, 
That we graciouſly —_—_ the Peace, Tranquility, and 
good Government of the ſaid Town, and the Burgefles and | 
N 20 SE . Inhabitants 14 
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The 
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tained by irregular Methods, and alſo for Ends and Purpoſes different from, and 8 

inconſiſtent with, the Adminiſtration and Government of the Town, eſtablſhed 

by the former Charter: Cumque datum fit nobis intelligi quod pauci Burg enſium 

6. Vill. predi. per COMBIN ATIONEM INTER SE, ſine Aſenſu majoris Partis 

© Burgenſinm ditt. Vill. et fine ſurſum redditione prerecitatæ Chartæ, aut aliquo 

£ Judicio. in Quo Warrant vel aliter dat- contra eandem, procuravere novam 

. Chartam gerent · dat · octavo Die Julij, An. Regn · Dom. nuper Regis CA - 

KRI ſecundi viceflimo nono, in qua divcrſæ materiales Mut ationes deſignat 
ST nere faciend. in Gubernatione Vill- predi&. ac etiam concernent- Ele&ion- et J 
oY < Conſtitution. Majoris et diverſor · alior. Officiarior. ejuſd.Vill. Sciatis modo, &c.? 4 


r 
. 8 e 
. 


1 
805 5 By this Charter df Cuanres II, it was appointed, amongſt other Things, that 
5 there ſhould be a Common Council, conſiſting of the Mayor and fifry-nine others, 
9 "NF whereof fifteen mighi live out of Town: That the Mayor, Bailiffs and Freemen 
5 mould be choſen and appointed by this Common Council, or thirty of them; but 

1 it doth not appear, that even this Body had a Grant of the Legiſlative Power, 

5 IA but that was ſtill continued to the Mayuy Railitfs and Burgeſſes, as granted and 

It v4 eſtabliſhed by the Charter of CHARLES the Firſt. But the irregular, ſurrepti- 

| 'F 4. ious, clandeſtine and faftious Method of obtaining the ſaid Charter, with the 


Deſign of making Changes in the Conſtitution of Officers and the Management 
of the Public Affairs, to the Defeating and Cutting off the Intereſt, which, by 
King CHARLEs the Firſt his Charter, was granted to the Public Aſſemby of the 
Burgeffes in General, urox evBLic SUMMONS, and to them only, are given 
as Reaſons for Vacating, Diſannulling and Condemning the ſaid Charter of 
CnARTLTEs II. | 
And it is r robable, that any other Charter, which, at any Time diath 
been, or ſhall be, ume in ſuch clandeſtine Method, without the general 
Concurrence of the Burgeſſes ſought for and obtained, how ſpecious or commo- 
dious ſoever the Ends aimed at may be, or appear to be, will, upon proper Re- 
preſentation, be liable to the like Cenſure 3 aud the Authors and Managers of 
any fuch corrupt and fraudulent Tranſa&ion may expect, upon proper Occaſion, 
to be treated, as having preſumed (contrary to the Charafter of honeſt Men and 
faithful Subje&s and Citizens) both. to impoſe upon the ſacred Majeſty of the 
Sovereign and his moſt honourable Council, by a falſe Repreſentation of That, 
as being the humble Petition and dutiful Requeſt, of the whole Corporation, 
which is but the ſiniſter Machination,of a factious few ; and alſo to cheat and 
delude the whole Body of the Freemen, by palming. upon them That as a 
gracious Favour of the Sovercign to their humble Requeſt, which is no more 
than the Effect of their own ſiniſter and intercſted Application and Manage- 
ment, without the leaſt Concurrence of the free Burgeſſes in general · Ic 


— 


_  . | 

Ĩ᷑ðxabitants thereof, and deſigning to take away all thoſe Dif- 
33 ferences and Doubts in this Particular, of Our ſpecial Favour, 
and out of Our certain Knowledge and meer good Pleaſure, 


do will, and by thefe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and 

- Succefſors, We appoint, grant and declare, that henceforward, 
for ever, there may and ſhall be the Officers and Miniſters 
Common following, 3® viz. Forty and One honeſt and diſcreet Men 
is 2 of 41 of the Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, who ſhall be and be 
ad. called the Common Council of the faid Town; of which 
8 | Forty 


If Im not miſinformed, there hath been a Charter obtained for this Corpora - 
tion, ſince that of King WIILIAN III, in an irregular, private Manner, 
1 ſomething like that of CHARLES II; and it cannot but appear to every diſ- 
45 flionate and impartial Perſon that, how Advantageous foever the new In- 
1184 | Kitutions may appear or really be, (ſuppoſing them regularly obtained and eſta- 
1:1 2 how great a Blemiſh it —4 caſt upon the Managers of that Affair, 
1 in the i 
| 


* 


; F 
1 
„4 

s 


2 


* — "_— 


Eyes of difintereſted Poſterity; who will reflect, that notwithſtanding this 
Charter makes mention of one obtained irregularly, under the ReSn of CRARLAS 
1 50 the Second, in a private, 2 en Manner, and for bad Ends, which was there · 
85 fore diſannulled, yet they undertook to ſolicit for and obtain another new Char- 


| ter, to make ſome material Alterations in the Adminiſtration, in the like private 
wm and ſurreptitious Manner ; as if they deſired to expoſe themſelves to the ſame 
158 | juſt Cenſure of Poſterity, ac che of CHARLES the Second's Time did, to that 
bf, | of the Government Cubbiſting under WiLL1ax III, as well as of the Burgeſſes of 
that Time 5 | | 
It may juſtly be wondered at, that Gentlemen of ſuch Character ſhould rather 
chooſe to 1 an Action (which, as far as I am informed, cannot be blamed as ex- 
fing the Public to any Inconvenienee) in ſuch a private, diſagreeable and (to 
Er no worſe) unpopular a Manner, rather than to go about, as might have eaſily 
deen done, regularly to obtain the Public Approbation and Concurrence of the 
whole Community · Was it ſo ordered to ſhew the Burgefles that © Pauci Bur- 
« genfium ER COMBINATIONEM INTER 8E, fine aſſenſu (etiam ſine cognitions 
c et conſcientia) majoris Partis have the Right of Conducting the Public Lees 
in Purſuance of their own private Judgment and Inelination, contrary to the 
Eſtabliſhment of this Charter ? | t 


. | 30 The Appointment of Forty-one of the Burgeffes to be a ſcle& Body, for 
I the Benefit of the Corporation, particularly and principally, that from this Body 
T | _ there may be always Ele&ions aFaredly made of Perſons properly qualified to be 

Mayor and Bailiffs, the annual Choice of theſe Magiftrates being expreſly appointed - 

to be out of the (aid Forty- one · But it is very Remarkable, that (contrary to ſeeming 1 

\ general Apptehenfion) there is no Inſtitation, nor ſo much as the leaſt Hint, di- 1 
rect or coneluſive, of any legiſlative Power given to this Body of Men, for the 
authoritative Alminiſtration of public Affairs, the Management and Application 
of the public Revenues, or any thing relating to Order and Government, (ex- 
cepting à few Particulars of no great Importance, as will afterwards appear) every 
thing relating to the Government and Direction of public Affairs having e 
| Ns en 
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(21) 
Forty and One there ſhall be One honelt and diſcreet Man, One of how 
who ſhall be and be called Mayor of the ſaid Town, and to be Mayor. 
Two honeſt and diſcreet Men, who ſhall be and be called Bai- Ty, of the 
liffs of the faid Town; 3*and alſo there may and ſhall be ſame to be Bai- 
within the ſaid Town, One honeſt and diſcreet Man, ſkillful lifts. 
in the Laws of England, who ſhall be and be called Recorder A Recorder: 
of the ſaid Town, and one honeſt and diſcreet Man, who ſhall 
be and be called the Common Clerk of the ſaid Town 3* and Town-Clerk» 
that every Perſon who beareth the Office of Mayor of the 
ſaid Town, immediately after the End of the ſaid Office, ſhall 
be and be called Alderman of the ſaid Town,” during his 
natural Life, unleſs for a juſt Cauſe he be thence removed. 
33 And for the better Execution of Our Will and Grant in this 
Particular, We have appointed, nominated, created, conſtitu- 
ted and made, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our 
Heirs and Succeſſors, We do appoint, nominate, create, _ 
conſtitute and make Our beloved THOMAS Jonunson the The firſt May: 
Elder to be the firſt and modern Mayor of the ſaid Town; 1 


»» —— —ä 


> * * 


been expreſly confirmed to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burge ſſes, by public Sum- 


"SIEM mons aſſembled, by the preceding Ratification of the Charter of CHARLES I, * See p. 4, x, 
77 which made that Inſtitution. *The original Conſtitution is in thefe Words: and 6, 
© Concedimus ct Delaramus quod de cetero in perpetuum ſint et crint Officiarij © ho N 
et Miniſtri ſequentes, viz+ Quadraginta et unus PAOBI ET DISCRET1 Viri de 


© Burgenfibus Vill. predit. qui erunt et vocabuntur commune Concilium Vill. 
predict. ex quibus quadraginta et uno unus foret yRogus ET DISCRETUS Vir, 
© qui erit et vocabitur Major Vill · preditz et duo ROH ET DISCRETI Viri qui 
erunt et vocabuntur Ballivi Villæ predictæ, Gc - 5 


31 Appointed that one honeſt and "diſcreet Perſon, learned in the Laws of 4 
England, ſhall be Recorder, and one honeſt and diſcreet Perſon ſhall be Toun 4 
Clerk: „Ac etiam foret et erit infra Villam predictam' ( it is not ſaid in \ 
hujuſmodi concilio, in this Council) * unus probus et diſcretus Vir, in legibus 

< Angliz pervtus, qui erit et vocabitur Recordator Vill: predict. et unus probys 

et diſeretus Vir, qui exit ct vocabitur Communis Clericus VIII. predict.?“ 


32 8 Mayor, after the Determination of his Mayoralty, ſhall be Alder- 
man for Life, except rejected, &c- . Quælibet Perſona quæ gerit Officium 
© Majoris Vill-.predi&. immediate poſt fuſpenfionem dr. Offic. erit et voca- 


16 f i bitur Aldermannus Vill. predict. durante Vita ſua naturali, niſ. c.“ 


33-TnoMAs Jonxsox, ſenr. appointed firſt Mayor under this Charter. © Et ro 
* meliore Executione Voluntat. et conceſſion. noſtrz, in hac Parte, aſſignavimug, 
* nominavimus, creavimus, conſtituimus & facimus, ac per Preſentes, fro nobis, 
c. —aſſignamus—dilectum nobis THOR ax 107675 ſenior. fore 
* ct effe primum et modernum MajoremVill. predict. &c. | 
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[22] 


Willing that the ſaid THomasJornsox in the Office of Mayor 
of the ſaid "Town ſhall be and continue from the Date of theſe 
Preſents, unto the Feaſt of Saint LuKE next following, and 
further untill ſome other of the Burgeſſes of the ſaid. Town 
to that Office ſhall be duly elected, appointed and ſworn, 
according to the Ordinances and Proviſions in the aforeſaid 
Charter, by theſe Preſents confirmed and ratified, 3+ We have 
alſo appointed, nominated, created and conſtituted, and b 
theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We 
do appoint, nominate, create and conſtitute Our beloved 

The two firſt RICHARD NoRR1s and LEvixus HEWSTON to be the two 

| firſt and modern Bailiffs of the Town aforeſaid, to be conti- 
nued in the ſame Office unto the ſaid Feaſt of Saint LUKE next 

following after the Date of theſe Preſents, and thenceforward 
untill ſome other two of the Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid 
to theſe Offices ſhall be duly elected, appointed and ſworn, 
according to the Ordinances and Proviſions in the Charter 
beforementioned, by theſe Preſents confirmed and ratified :3 5 And 
We have appointed, nominated, conſtituted and made, and 
by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 

Me do appoint, nominate, conſtitute. and make Our beloved 

The firſt Re- JOHN ENTWISLE Eſquire, to be the firſt and modern Recorder 

| eorder> of the Town aforeſaid; to be continued in the ſame Office 

guamdin ſe bene geſſerit. 35 And We have appointed, nomi- 
nated, conſtituted and made, and by theſe Preſents, for 
Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors We do appoint, nomi- 

The firſt Al- nate, conſtitute and make Our beloved JasrER Maupir— 

dermen- Eſquire, WILLIAM WILLIAMSON, RICHARD WIN DLE 


—_ 2 
ROBERT SEACOMBE and THoMASs 'I'YRER to be Our firſt and 


modern 


a ta — Cn On CCC 


Made. 


24 "Ricxiiy: Nanni and Levixus Hetwsrox appointed the firſt 
Bailiffs under this Charter - U? ſupr.z. 
| 


25 Joan ExTw 1SLE Eſq; the firſt Recorder. Uri prius. 


36 JIAs PER MAU DIT Eſq; WII LIAN WIL LIANSSdx, RicnanD WIxX- 
DE, ROBERT SEACOMBE and TRONHAS TxRER appointed the firſt AIder- 
wen under this Charter, to continue for their natural Lives, unleſs for good 
Reaſon removed by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Common Council, en THE * JR 

. | | > SAY 


[25] 
modern Aldermen of the ſaid Town, to be continued in the 
fame Office during their natural Lives, unleſs in the mean 
Time ſome or any of them happen to be removed for a _ 
reaſonable and juſt Cauſe, by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Common | 
Council of the ſaid Town, for the Time being, or the 

eater Part of them. *7 And we have appointed, nominated, 
conſtituted and made, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, 
Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do appoint, nontitiate, conſti- 
tute and make the aforeſaid THOMAS JoHNsoN the Elder, 
RICHARD NORRIS, LEvinus HEwsToNn, JoHN ENTWISLE, 
and Our beloved RALPH ASHTON, Baronet, and THomMas 
NorR1s, Eſquire, and the beloved JAsPER Mavpir, 
WILLIAu WILLIAMSON, RICHARD WINDLE, RoBERT ; 
SeEAcomBer, THOMAS T'YRER, and Our beloved Joann 
SanDIFoRD, WILLIAM TRAVERS, WILLIAM PREESON, 
THOMAS SWEETING, err PRIoR, Joun TRaAveRs, 
JohN AMERY, ROGER RICHARDSON, GEORGE TavyLor, 
JoRN CLEVELAND, WILLIAM HursT, James TownstnD, 
JohN Gaman, WILLIAM LLoype, Join CRowTHER, 
JohN CRANE, Jonn CocksHur, JoHN Lapy, JoskEPH 
BRICOC OGS, WILLIAM RoLLINs, Thomas JoHNSON the 
Younger, Thomas ALLENSON, THOMAS BICHSTETH, 
ApAM Bury, CHARLES DIiGGLEs, CUTHBERT SHARPLES, ; 
Joan THomMaAs, ROBERT SHEILDsS, RICHARD FONES and 
RIcHARD LURTING to be the firſt and modern Com- 
mon Council of the ſaid Town, to continue in the Office = 
of the Common Council of the ſaid Town Quamdiu 1 
ſe bene geſſermt, unleſs ſome or any of them happen to 
be removed, for a reaſonable Cauſe, by the Mayor, Bai- 
lifs and Common Council of the faid Town, or the major 


The firſt Com- 
mon Council 


— 
— ä * 
— 


—— 


Pax r of them: *« Nifi interim aliquis five aliqui corum—amoveri per Major. 
© Ballivos et Com. Concilium Vil- pred. pro tempore exiſtente vEL MAJOREM 
© PAR TEX EORUNDEM acciderit, &c. And the fame in Reſpe& of every 
other Amotion, Rejeftion, Cc. (and in general) as will appear afterwards- 


37 The firſt Common Council appointet and named, to continue quamdiu 


fe bene geſſerint, unleſs removed as in the Note next before. 


* e ** 2 
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Part of them for the Time being. ** And We have appointed, 
nominated, conſtituted and made, and by theſe Preſents, for Our- 


5 ſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We do appoint, nominate 
The ft Town and make the aforefaid JohN SANDIForD to be the firſt 


Clerk. ; | p 
N and modern Common Clerk of the ſaid Town, to be con- 


tinued in the ſame Office Quamdiu ſe. bene peſſerit, un- 


leſs it ſhould happen that the ſaid JoHN SAN DITOR D be 
5 removed, for a reaſonable Cauſe, by the Mayor, Bailiffs 
and Common Council of the Town aforeſaid, or the major 
Part of them, for the Time being.“ And We further will, 


and by theſe Preſents for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, 


We grant to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the 
6 faid Town, and their Succeſſors, that the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Rurzefles, in- Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, for the Time being, or any 


cluding the Twenty and Five of them aſſembled, (of whom the Mayor 
Mayor andone and one of the Bailiffs of the ſaid Town, for the Time being, 


Bailiff to be a 1 | ' — ; . 

Common Coun- we will to be two) be, ſhall be, and may exiſt a Common 

dl. Council of he ſaid Town, and ſhall be able and be impowered 
in 


1 


—— 


geſſerit, unleſs removed as before 


39 The Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, or any twenty-five of the Whole⸗ 
including the Mayor and one Bailiff, are here poſitively appointed to be to all 
Intents and Purpoſes of Action, a Common Council ; and any Action done by 
them to be as valid, authoritative and effectual, as if done by the Forty-one 
before appointed. This is as clear as Words can be, from this Part of the 
Charter: Et ulterius volumus ac per Prefentes, pro nobis, Heredibus, &. 


© concedimus prefatis Majori, Ballivis et Burgenſibus Vil. pred quod Ma- 


© jor- Balliv. & Burgenſes Vill- pred. pro tempore exiſtente, vel ALIQU1 viein- 
TI ET QVINQUE eorund. affemblat · (quorum Majorem et alterum Ballivorum 
Vill. pred · pro tempore exiſt. duos eſſe volumus) fint, erunt et exiſtent Com- 
£ mune Concillum Vil. pred. Et in vj usMoDI COMMUNI Cox IL IO ea Omni 
© facere, ordinate, exequi et performare valeant G poſſint IN TAM AMPLIS Mopo 
ET Fox MA pront omnes quadrag inta et anus Conciliarii Vill. pred. in Com- 
© muni Conc i io preſentes et aſſemblat. facere, ordinare, exequi ſeu performare 
© valeant et Joint: | J e 1 


This Claufe, it is plain, hath not been clearly underſtood, and perhaps is not 


expreſſed with all the Perſpicuity as might be wiſhed. Upon this Article 
alone is undoubtedly founded (rho? it may ſeem erroneouſly) the Practice of making 


F =, twenty-five, of the forty-one, eſſentially neceflary to make an authentic . 


Council; whereas it will afterwards appear undeniably, as well as by what 
ocrurs' before, that every Action, which the Council, as ſuch, are impowered 


26 Joun SaxpirorD appointed firſt Town-Clerk, quamdin fe bene 


to 


£ [25] 


in this Form of a Common Council, all thoſe Things to 


do, ordain, execute and perform in as full a Manner and 
Form as the Forty and One Council Men of the faid Town, 


in Common Council preſent and aſſembled, can do, ordain, 
execute or perform.“ And We further will, and by theſe Pre- 


ſents, for Ourſelves Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to 


the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, 
and their Succeſſors, that the Mayor of the ſaid Town, by 
theſe Preſents named, during the Time of his Continuance * 

2 | SD. 1 = 
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to do, will be ſufficiently authenticiſed by the Concurrence of the major Part of 
the Council : So thatif but twenty-one, out of the forty-one, concur to the doing 
or inſtituting of any thing, which the Council may do or inſtitute, the ſame 
is declared to be effectual, legal and valid. And further, the ſaid Practice 
cannot regularly be founded upon, or referred to this Clauſe, becauſe the 
twenty-five, or a greater Number, here impowered to make an authentic Council, 
for Tranſaction of Affairs, may be of the Burgeſſes at large, and are not li- 
mited or appointed (except the Mayor and one Bailiff) to be of the Forty- 


one, out of whom the Mayor and Bai liffs are to be choſen. 


It muſt be confeſſed, it is, not very eaſy to conceive for what Reaſon 
this occaſional, prudential, ſuccedaneous Council ſhould have been inſtitured, 


Which may be quite different (except as aboveſaid) from the Forty-one, (ſeem- 


ingly inſtituted as an effential Part of the Conſtitution,) yet with a Power, 
Influence and Authority for Aion quite equal. I cannot imagine any more 
228 Reaſon of this obſcure and myſterious Appointment, than that the 
ame was prudently thought neceſſary to prevent or remedy any inconvenience 
it was apprehended might eventually ariſe, in the Adminiftration of public 
Affairs, from the obſtinate Refuſal or Negle& of the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
eil, or any of them, (as is known to have ſometimes been the Caſe) to attend 
_ the Duty of their Character: That in ſuch Caſe it might be in the Power . 

the Mayor, with one Bailiff, to aſſemble ſuch a Number of the Freemen, 
as might be ſufficient to authoriſe, and give Effe& to any Action neceflary to 
be done for the public Utility, notwithſtanding ſuch. Refuſal or Neglett- 

It may hence further appear how improbable it is, that it ſhould be (as it 
certainly never was) the Defign of this Charter to inveſt the Council with a 
directive ot legiſlative Power in the Corporation, becauſe this ſuccedancous 
Council is expreſsly declared to have all the Power and Authority to akt, 
which the original Council hach: But it is not imayinable the public Affairs 
were deſigned to be under the Direction of ſo ſmall a Part of the Body, and 


in ſuch a fluQtuating and uncertain Courſe of Adminiſtration. 


It is very plain, from the many Inconveniencies which may be viſibly con- 
ſequent upen this Article, and the uncertain Power of the Council in general, 
that an Explanation and Limitation thereof ſeems very deſirable. _ 


45 The Mayor, with the ſenior and junior Aldermen and the Recorder, ap- 
Pointed Jaſtices of the Peace ms the Town, in theſe Words; * Volumus 
ki x : 1 | & 6. * 


* the ſenior and Mayor of the ſa 
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che Office of Mayor of the ſame Town, and every other 
a a4 Town for the Time being, for and dis 
junior Alder- ring the Time of his Continuance in that Office reſpective⸗ 
men and Be Iy, and every laſt Predeceſſor of every ſuch Mayor, for tlie 
aſtices of the Space of one Year from and after his going out and depart- 
eace. ing from the Office of Mayor of the fame Town reſpectively, 
and the Senior Alderman of the Town aforeſaid, for the Time 
being, and the Recorder by theſe Preſents named and appointed, 
and the Recorder of the fame Town for the Time being, may 
and ſha]l be, and every one of them may and ſhall be, Our Juſ- 
tices and of Our Heirs and Succeſſors, to keep the Peace within 
the Town aforeſaid, the Liberties and Precincts thereof. We 
| will moreover, and by theſe Preſents firmly Command, that 
The Mayor, the Mayor, Bailiffs, Recorder and Common Clerk, by theſe 
| Ke. to be Preſents named and appointed, before they be reſpectively ad- 
| mitted to the Execution of their Offices, or any of them be 
admitted, ſhall ſeverally take a corporal Oath, well and 


and every one of them ſhall take ſuch Oath before the foremen- 
tioned K | 

Mavpir, or ſome two of them; to whom or to any two 
of them, We give and grant by theſe Prefents, full Power 
and Authority to give and adminiſter ſuch an Oath to the 
ſaid Mayor, Bailiff Recorder and Common Clerk reſpectively, 


Before whom. 


ths tk 


durante tempore continuationis ſuæ in Officio Majoris Vill. illius, & quilib. al. 
Major · Vil. pred: pro tempore exiſtente, pro et durante tempore continuationis 
* ſuæ in Officio illo reſpective, et quilibet ultimus Predeceſſor ee hujuſm. 
© Majoris per Spatium unius Anni ab et poſt exitum et deceſſum ſuum ab Officio, 
et Sas. Aldermannus Vil- pred. pro tem · exiſt. et Recordator per Pre- 
© ſentes nominat- et conſtitut- & Recordator Vil. pred- pro temp. exiſt. fint et 
© erint, et quilibet eor · fit et erit Jufticiarius noſter ad pacem infra Vill. pred. 

« Libertat. et precin&- ejus conſervand. _ | ny | 
41 The Mayor, Bailiffs, Recorder and Town-Clerk before named, not to a 
in thoſe Characters reſpeRively, till they ſhould be ſworn.——inſtituted in 


* anteq- ad Execution. Offic. ſuor. reſpettive admittantur,. ſeperal . facram. 
© corporale Officia ſua reſpettive rangen- bene et fideliter exequend- preſtabunt— 


| © vir, aut aliquibus duob- corum. &c · 


42 We 


faithfully to execute what relates to their Office reſpectively 3 


ALPH ASHTON, THoMaAs NoRRis and JAs PER 


© ac per Preſentes pro nobis, Heredibus, &e.——concedimus prefato Majori, 5 
Balli vis et Burgenfibus Vil- pred. & Succeſſor. ſais quod Major · Vil. pred 


theſe Words. Volumus inſuper et per Preſentes firmiter precipimus quod 
Major, Ballivi, Recordator et Com. 8 Preſen · nominat- et conſtitut· 


© coram prefat. RA DT TRHO ASTON, Tora NoRais et Jas EX MAv- 
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4*We will alſo, and by theſe Preſents firmly Command, that The Common 
the Common Counci theſe Preſents named and appointed, Council to be 
before they be reſpectively admitted, or any of them be ad- n 
mitted to the Execution of their Offices, ſhall, and every one 
of them ſhall ſeverally take a corporal Oath, well and faith- 

fully to execute what Slates to their Offices e. be- 

fore the Mayor, Bailiffs and Recorder, by theſe Preſents Before whom 
named and appointed, or ſome two of them; to whom or 
any two of them we give and grant, by theſe Preſents, full 
Power and Authority to give and adminiſter ſuch an Oath 
to the Common Council aforeſaid. +3 And we further will, and _ 
by theſe Preſents we ordain and appoint, that the Mayor and Mayor, Ge. te 
Recorder, by theſe Preſents nominated and conſtituted, and e- = uſe 
the Senior Alderman of the ſaid Town as before mentioned, peace. 
before they or any of them be admitted to the Execution of 
the Office of Juſtices of the Peace, within the Town aforeſaid, 
ſhall, and every one of them ſhall take their corporal Oath 
upon the holy Goſpel of God, well and faithfully to per- 
form the Offices of Fuſtices of the Peace, within the faid 
Town, in all Things and by all Things pertaining to thoſe 
Offices; and alſo the Oaths in this Particular, by the Laws and 
Statutes of this Our Kingdom of England provided and required 
to be taken by all Juſtices of the Peace, before the ſaid RALPH z 2's 
ASHTON, Tromas Norkis and JasPER Mauprr, or ſome : 
two of them; to which ſaid RALPH AsHTON, THOMAS 
Norris and JAsrER MAuprr, or any two of them We 
give and grant, by theſe Preſents, full Power and Authority to 


—ͤ— 
— 


4 The Common Council, before admitted to act, to ſwear to the due Exe - 
cution of their Office : © Volumus etiam quod Com. Concil. per Preſentes 
* nomivat- anteg- ad execution. Office ſuor . admittantur ſeperal · ſacram · pref- 
© tab. coram Mayor. Balliv. et Recordator aut aliꝗ · duob · eor 


43 The Mayor, Recorder and ſenior Alderman to be ſworn as Juſtices of the 
Peace. © Et ulterius volumus quod Major et Record et ſen. Alderms 
© antequam ad Executionem Offic+ Juſticiar. Pacis——admittantur——-ſacrams 
* ſuum corporal. ſupr. ſacroſan&. Dei Evangelium ad Offic · Juſticiar-Pac.—— 
8 bene et fideliter exequend. nec non Jurament · in ea Part · uit Leges et Statut · 
48 * 41 noſtr · Aug · proviſ · pro Juſticiariis Pacis præſtari requiſita preſta- 

unt · * | | t 


give 


W 
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give and adminiſter ſuch Oath and Oaths. 4 Moreover We 
will, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors, firmly enjoining, We order and command, that the 


Mayor, Recorder and ſenior Alderman, and the laſt Predeceſſor 


of every Mayor of the Town aforeſaid, for the Time being, 
who by Virtue of theſe Preſents, hereafter ſhall be Juſtices of 


the Peace within the ſaid Town, before they or any of them 


be admitted to the Execution of the Office of Juſtices of the 
AllfatureMay-Peace within the faid Town, ſhall, and every one of them 
ors, &c- to beſhall, take a corporal Oath upon the Holy Goſpel of God, well 
. 2 oo * and faithfully to perform the Offices of Juſtices of the Peace 
So... within the ſame Town, in and by all Things touching thoſe 
* Offices; and alſo the Oaths in that Particular requiſite to be 


Before whom. taken by the Juſtices of the Peace, before the Bailiffs and 


"Aldermen of the ſaid 'Town, for the Time being, or ſome 


three of them, to which ſaid Bailiffs and Aldermen of the 


Town aforeſaid, for the Time being, or any three of them, 


Me give and grant by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs 
and Succeſſors, full Power and Authority to give and admi- 


niſter, from Time to Time, the ſaid Oaths, in the Manner 


aforeſaid. “And We further will, and by theſe Preſents for 
Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the Mayor, 
Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, and their Succeſſors, 


CommonCoun- That the Common Council aſſembled, or the greater Part of 


Palit _ nominate, and that they may elect and nominate, at any Time 


within 


eil appointed to them, may and ſhall have full Power and Authority to elect and 


— — — 


44 Every Mayor, Recorder and ſenior and junior Alderman to be ſworn as 
| Juſtices of the Peace, ordered as follows: * Volumus et per Preſent. precipi- 
mus & mandamus 

E 


reedeceſſor · cujuſlib · Major. antequam ad Executionem Offic. Juſticiar. 

acis— admittantur ſacrament. corporale——nec non Juramenta in ea 
Parte per Leges & Statuta huj- Regni——pro Juſticiar- Pacis præſtari Re- 
quiſita, eoram Balliv. et Aldermannis pro temp. exiſtente aut aliquibus 
tribus eorum preſtabunt, &e,” bt | | * 


X „ „ „ 


45 Two Sub-Bailiffs to be choſen by the Common Council, or the major Part 
of them, thus ordered: © Er ulterius Volumus, ac per: Preſentes pro nobis, 
$ Hered-——noftre concedimus Majori, Ballive et Burgenſ. Vil- r 

OD, 


* 
2 . 
e 


quod Major. Recordator et ſenior Aldermannus et ultimus 
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within one Month after the Date of theſe Preſents, two of the 
free Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, who ſhall be and ſhall be 
called Sub-Bailiffs of the Town aforeſaid, and ſhall continue 
in the ſaid Office unto the Feaſt of Saint Lux: next following, 
the Date of theſe Preſents: And further, that on the fa 
Feaſt of Saint LEE next following, and thenceforward year- 
ly and every Year, for ever, on the ſaid Feaſt of Saint Lk, 
'B e Common Council of the ſame Town aflembled, or THE 
MAJOR PART OF THEM, may and ſhall have Power and Autho- 
= rity of electing and nominating, and that they may elect and 
nominate two of the free Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, who  _ 
ſhall be Sub-Bailiffs of the ſaid Town for one whole Vear 1 
thence next following; which ſaid Sub-Bailiffs, ſo hence- 3 263 
forward elected, as is before ſet forth, ſhall be Aſſiſtants and 
Helpers to the Bailiffs of the ſaid Town, for the Time being, 
in every Thing reſpectively touching or concerning their 
Office of Bailifs ; 4 and that they, after they ſhall be e- 
lected and nominated, fo as before mentioned, into the Office 
of Sub-Bailifts of the ſaid Town, before they be admitted to | 
execute thoſe Offices, ſhall take a corporal Oath before the Sub-Bailiffs to 
Mayor and Aldermen of the ſaid Town, for the Time being, be ſworn before 
or ſo many of them who ſhall be preſent, juſtly, well and cornea | 
faithfully to perform thoſe Offices, in all Things touching the 

me; 


* — _ ” P —_— — — A 


Com. Concil. affemblat. vel AI OR ARS EOR UM plenam poteſtatem et 
© authoritat. h abe ant et habebunt eligend · et nominand-——duos de liberis Bur- 
genſibus qui erunt et vocabuntur Sub-Ballivi Vil- pred et deinde an- 
* nuatim et quolibet anno in perpetuum, in Feſto Sti. Lucz, Com. Concilium 
© VEL MAJOR PARS kon · proteſta tem et authoritat · habeant——eligendi & 
© nominandi duos de liberis ee RS erunt Sub-Ballivi——pro uno anno, 
c 1ntegro tune prox · ſequent. &c. 

This ſeems to be the firſt Inſtance of the Collation of Authority to the 
Common Council, to do any Action immediately relating to the Government of 
the Town; and it is very plain, from the expreſs Words of the Charter, that 
this, as well as the other Particulars noted before and afterwards, may be ſuffici- 
ently performed by a Majority of the Council, and the Number of twenty-five, 
before noted, is quite of a different Conſideration, and has no neceſſary Connexi- 
on with or Relation to the Council of Forty- one. 


46 Sub-Bailiffs ordered to be ſworn before-the Mayor and Aldermen : © —quod- 


eg 1 
IN 8 
3 * ö 
r 


* gue illi (Sb-Ballivi) poſtguam fic ut prefertur electi et nominati fuetin t- 
ä 13 | 6 antoquaity 
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ſame; and that after ſuch Oath thus taken, ſuch free Burgeſſes 
as by Virtue of theſe Preſents to the. Office of Sub- Bailifs of 
the. ſaid Town, within one Month after the Date of theſe 
Preſents, ſhall be elected, may be impowered to execute thoſe 
Offices, until the Feaſt of Saint LukE next following the Date 
of theſe Preſents ; and alſo ſuch free Burgeſſes, who on the 
Feaſt of Saint LUKE next following the Date of theſe Pre- 
ſentz, and thence afterwards yearly, on the ſaid Feaſt of Saint 


Town, may and ſhall have Power to execute thoſe Offices for 
one whole Year, thence next following, +7 unlefs in the mean 
ll Sub-Bailiffs re- Time for ill Behaviour, or for any other reaſonable Cauſe, by 
Wl —_— the Mayor and Common Council of the ſaid Town, or THE 
„ | MAJOR PART OF THEM, in Common Council aſſembled, they 
be removed, or either of them be removed. And if it happen 
that the Sub-Bailiffs of the ſaid Town, or either of them, for 


the Time being, within one Year after that to the Office of 


On Death or elected and ſworn in the Manner before mentioned, die or from 
Removal of 


Sub-Bailifs, o- that Office be removed ;* *that then and ſo often it may and ſhall 
chers to be cho- be lawful for the ſaid Mayor and Common Council of the ſaid 


ſen by the 


on Town, for the Time being, or the greater Part of them, in 


free Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, to ele& and appoint Sub-Bai- 
liffs of the ſaid Town, and that he or they may have and exer- 
cife that Office, during the Refidue of the ſame Year, having 


— — 


— — — 
- — * : - 


© Majore et Alderman. Vil. pred. 


vel tot corum qui tune interfuerint 
« preſtabunt.? 


+ aſſemblat- amori Fnt, Ge: 22 
48 Upon Death or Removal of Sub-Bailiffs, the Mayor and Council impower- 
ed to cle others: Si contigerit Sub-Ballivos vel eorum alterum 
s infra unum Annum poſtquam a Offic. Sub-Balliv———elc&i et jurati . 
| | 1 88 | 6 obne 


Lokk ſhall be elected to the Office of Sub-Bailiffs of the ſaid 


Sub-Bailiff or Sub-Bailiffs of the ſaid Town, he or they ſhall be 


Common Council aſſembled, one other, or two others of the 


c antequam ad Offic- illiud exequendum admittantur Sacrament. corporale coram 


47 Sub-Bailiffs to ſerve a whole Year unleſs removed: tales liberi 
„ © Burgenſes qui- Sub-Ballivi——eleai erunt, Offic- ill. pro uno ann · integro - 
ex tune proxime ſequente exequi valeant & pofſint nifi interim per Major. 


& Com · Concili um aut MAJOREM PARTEM EOR UND. in Com. Coneilio 
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Arft taken a Corporal Oath in the Manner before mentioned, 
and thus as oft as the Cafe ſhall fo fall out. And furthermore, y 
We will, for the better Rule and Government of Our People p 
of the Town aforeſaid, in the Abſence of the Mayor of the 
faid Town, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs 
and Succeſſors, We grant to the faid Mayor, Bailiffs and Bur- 
geſies of the ſaid Town and their Succeſfors, that for the Fu- 
ture +9 the Mayor of the fame Town for the Time being may 
have, and in all future Time ſhall have, full Power and Au- Mavor, on 
thority to depute and conſtitute ſome one other free Bur- Sickneſs or Ab- 
geſs of that Town, to execute well and faithfully the Office of ſence, may ap- 
— and all Things relating to that Office, in the Abſence Pugeſs for * 
or Sickneſs of himſelf the Mayor, and alſo to give and Deputy. 
adminiſter an Oath to the fame free Burgeſs ſo deputed, | 
for the good and due Execution and Performance of the ſame 
Office, during the Abſence or Sickneſs of the Mayor of the 


_— 


— 
2 — 


© obire aut ab Officio illo amoveri, quod tune et toties bene liceatMajori et 
© Com: Concilio——aut MAJoRI PARTI EOR UND: in Com. Coneilio affemblat- 
© unum alium vel duos alios Sub-Ballivos eligere et preficere, &c." 

It is very obvious, that as the Common Council is impowered by this Clauſe 
to ele& 35 the Sub-Bailiffs, ſo upon Death or Removal they may elett 
others in their Places; and the ſame with reſpe& to a Sword-Bearer after ap- 
pointed; bur although they are made Judges of the Cauſe or Reaſon of er 
ving an Alderman, Town-Clerk or Common Council Man, and, upon ſufficient 
Cauſe, have Authority to remove him, which is a conſiderable Addition of Puy- 
er; yet they are not authoriſed to cleft or appoint another in his Room, plainly, 
becauſe they are no where authoriſed by the Charter to make the original Elec- 
tion of thoſe Officers, as will be more abundantly evident hereafter- It is not 
to be imagined that if the Conſtitution had required that the Council ſhould 
have had the Power to fill up the Vacancies happening in that Body, by Death 
or Removal, that Power ſhould not have been as expreſsly declared and ap- 
Fointed as it is here with Reſpe& to the Sub-Bailiffs, &c. 


49 The Mayor, on oecafion of Abſence or Sickneſs, may apfoint any Free- 
man, although not of the Cpunc il, to be his Deputy: Ordered in theſe Words: 
Et preterea Volumus pro meliori Regimine et Gubernatione Populi noſtri Vill- 
< pred. nequis defettus in Juſticia exhibenda fore contigerit in abſentia Majoris Vil- 
< pred: ac per Preſentes, pro nobis, Hered. et Succeflor- noſtris concedimus pre- 
fat · Major. Balliv. et Bargen. Vil. pred: et Succeffor. ſuis, quod de ceterp | 
Major cjuſd. Vill. pro temp. exiſt. liccat- et in omnibus futuris temporibus ha- 
< bebit plenam poteſft. et authoritat- deputandi et conſtituend · A LI EN ux unf 
© ALIUX ZSIBERUM BURGENSEM Vill. predict. ad Offic- Majoris, et om 
< Office. illud ſpeQant- bene et ſideliter exequend: in, Abſentia vel egritudine ipſius 
KC Majoris, &. | | v : : 
| faid 
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faid Town, and thus as often as the Caſe ſhall fo fall out. 
Elettions upon And we further will, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, 
ee « e- Qur Heirs and Succeſſors, We grant to the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
the: 6s Ma) Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, and their Suceeſſors, that whenſo- 
| mon Council ever it ſhall happen that any Mayor, Recorder, Common Clerk, 
. * yn = as or ſome or any of the Bailiffs or of the Common Council of 
der of Char II. the faid Town, for the Time being, die, or from his Office, 


or from their Offices be removed or depart, or refuſe to ſtand ; 
_ that then, and in every ſuch Caſe, another fit Perſon or fit 
35 2 a RES .-. Perſons, 
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Recorder or Common Council Man, in Caſe of Death, Receſs or Removal, to be 
the ſame as was uſed before the Charter of CRARLESs II, thus: © Et ulterius 
© Volumus ac per Preſentes, pro nobis, Hered. & Succeflor- noſtris concedimus 
© Majon, Balliv. et Burgenf. Vin. pred. & Succe ſſor . ſuis quod quandocumque 


© de Ballivis vel de Communi Concilio Vill red · pro Tempore exiſten · obire ſeu ab 
Officio ſuo, vel ab Oſſiciis ſuis amoveri vel decedere five ſtare recuſare, quod 
© tunc et in quolibet tali cafu ali. idonea Perſona vel idonez Perſonæ, de tempore 
cin tempus, ad et in Offic. illius vet ad et in Offic- illorum fic amot · vel obeunt. 
© five ſtare recuſant. eligetur, jurabi tur, et conſtituetur, e ligentur, jurabuntur & 
« conſtitucntur, per tales Perſonas et in tali modo, tempore et forma, prout in 
< ea Parte aſſuet · et conſuet · fuit ante confe&ionem cujuſd . Chartæ five Li- 
© terar. Patent · concefl. Majori, Balliv. et Burgenſ. Vill: pred. gerent. dat 


* nono, &c · : : 
This is a Point of very great Importance, which ſeems not to have been ſuffi- 


ſupply ſuch Vacancies as ſhould happen by the Death or Removal of the Officers 
inftituted by that Charter, were appointed to be made by the Bugeſſes at large, 


with the ſu vi ving or remaining cers, in the ſame Manner (as near as the 


only authentic Method before the Charter of CRARLES II, which is rejected. 
Under the new Charter of WILLIAM III, all Vacancies by Death or Removal 
or otherwiſe, are ordered to be ſupplied as they were wont to be ſupplied before 
the Charter of CHARLES II; that is, as as oh that of CHARLES . Whereby 
muſt neceflarily be underſtood and intended, that all the Vacancies here mention- 
ed (particularly thoſe in the Common Council} muſt be ſupplied as thofe of the 
Mayor and Bailiffs were ordered to be ſupplied by the Charter of CHARLES I, 
| viz» by the free Election of 'the Burgefles at large, with the ſurviving or remain- 
ing Officers, (for theſe are the only Vacancies mentioned to be ſupplied by that 
arter- 258 | | 365 a 
| Befors the twenty-ninth of CHARLES II, there was no Common Council ap- 
pane by Charter. And thoſe Aſſemblies of Burgefles, which at various Times 


fienal Meetings of a Number of rhe Bergeſſes, who teok that Character upon 
| a | _ themſelves, 


so The Method of ſupplying the Places of any Mayor, 'Town Clerk, Bailiff, | 


£ acciderit aliquem Majorem, Recordator. Com. -Cleric-.aut aliquem vel aliquos 


© decimo oftavo Die Julii, An. Regu- nuper Reg. Canon. ſecundi, am; cod 


ciently known or attended to. By the Charter of CRARTLES I, Elections to 


Fee p. 9, to, f. Cafe would a!low) as the original Eleftions were made *: And this was the 


efore that Period were called Common Councils, were either voluntary or occa- 
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Perſons, from Time to Time, to and intd the Office of 
him, or to and into the Offices of them ſo removed, or 


dying, or refuſing to ſtand, ſhall be elected and ſworn and 
appointed, by ſuch Perſons, in ſuch Manner, Time and Form, 
as in that Particular was uſed and accuſtomed, before the 


Making of a certain Charter, or Letters Patent, granted 


to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, bear- 
ing Date the eighteenth Day of July, in the 2 


* 
- Seth. _—_ FY * * — 
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themſelves, or they were deputed by a general Aſſembly of the Burgetſes, in 


Common Hall, to prepare Buſineſs for public Debate and Reſolution. _ | 
It muſt be acknowledged, that in the twenty-ſecond V ear of Queen Er1zAa- 
RETH, at a Common Hall it was appointed, that Common Councils ſhould be 
regularly held, and even that the Perſons then nominated for that Purpoſe, ſhould 
have the Power to filLup eventual Vacancies in their Body, from Time to Time: 
This muſt have been about the Year 1580, the Queen having begun her Reign 
Ann. 1588. But as theſe Common Councils were only of popular, occaſional, 
temporary Inſtitution; they were ſoon neglefted 3 for in the Year 1581, and for 
the grateſt Part (at leaſt) of the Refidue of the ts 18 Reign, and a good Part 
of her Succeflor's, public Bufineſs was tranſa&ed by the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
Burgeſſes, in Common Hall aſſembled; yet for the latter Part of the Reign of 
James Lit was again reſumed by Deputations of the Burgeſſes, called Common 
Councils, as before · But as theſe Aſſemblies are not ſo much as mentioned in the 
Charter of CHARLES the Firſt it cannot but appear that by negle&, or by ex- 
ceeding the Bounds of their Conimifflion, or otherwiſe, they had forfeited all 
their Reputation and Eſteem, and that thereupon the Burgeſſes ſued for and 
obtained that Charter, for the Re-eſtablifhment and Confirmation of the Privi- 
leges and Government of the Town; upon its ancient and original Foundation - 
Yet afterwards, upon ſome emergent Inconvenience, eventual upon this Eſtab- 
liſhment, (as it is hard to be conceived how Affemblies, ſo numerous as to anſwer 
the Ends of this Charter, could be ſo often couvened, without growing into Ne- 
—— or becoming tumultuous and confuſed) it ſeems they had again, in ſome 
ime, recourſe to the Expedient of theſe ſmaller Deputations of the Burgeſſes, 
for the eaſier Diſpatch and Adminiſtration of public Affairs, by Way of Com- 
mittee ; (as we have known to be frequently done in other, and particularly in 
Pariſh Buſineſſes, when Matters of Importanee and Intricacy have been com- 
mitted to the Examination, Debate and. Confideration of Committees, in Order 
to their being finally determined by a Veſtry). This Method was ſo long prac- 
tiſed, as at length to give a Handle to a Set of Deſigning Men, for Ends of their 
own Ambition and Intereſt, to ſue for and obtain, in an iniquitous, fraudulent 
and clandeſtine Manner, the Charter of CnARLESs II, to make that Manage- 
ment authentic. and perpetual ; and ſtill more unjuſt, oppreflive and inconſiſtent 
with the former Charter, by taking even the Elections of Mayor and Bailiffs out 
of the Hands of the People, and putting them into the Power of a faftious, 


. deGgning Council of Sixty Burgefles, under Pretence of a more commodious 


Adminiſtration; 


| 1341 

Vear bf the Reign of the late King Cnantrs the Second; 
and the Office or Offices, Place or Places to which he or 
they ſhall be ſo elected and fworn, he ſhall exerciſe and they 
ſhall exerciſe for ſuch Time and Times, and ſhall be thence 
removed in ſuch Manner as in like Cafes, in this Particular, 
was ufed and accuſtomed before the ſaid eighteenth Day of 
July, in the twenty-ninth Year of the faid Reign of the late 


* 
* 


* 


Adminiſtration; but really with a View to enſlave the People, and depri ve 
them of all the Privileges of their Incorporation, and put them in a worſe Con- 
dition than they could have been in without any Incorporation at all- The Con- 
ſequence of this Perverſe Management, in alittle Time, became fo univerſally odi- 
ous and intolerabte, eſpecially as it was a little after aggravated by the Oppreflive 
Charter of King JAuzs II, (as the ſame or the like iniquitous Managen:ent 
always will do,) that after the Compoſure of the public Affairs of the Nation, 
under Kixe WILLIAM TZ Tan, they fucceſsfully applied to that 
deneſicent Monarch for the Reſtoration and Eſtabliſnment of their Privileges, 
by the Grant of the Charter hete recited 3 - which ſlaſhing and diſannulling 
lie Charter of CHAaRLEs II, and reſtoring and confirming that of CHARLES I, 
was plainly deſigned and intended to take away whatever debarred the Burgeſſes 
bf - thoſe Liberties, Priviteges and Immunities thereby granted · But it way be 
very well enquired how conſiſtently, with thoſe Privileges, the Council after- 
wards aſſumed a Power to nominate Perſons for the perpetual filling "up the 
eventual Vacancies of that Body, and whether that Power, eſpecially as it hath 
for many Y ears been exerciſed, doth not give the Council a Force and Influence 
abſolu ly inconſiſtent with the avowed Defign and expreſs Declaration of the 
Charter- May not One, with good A ffurance, upon the Peruſal of this State of 
the Cafe, ask any intelligent and unprejudiced Perſon, What the Burgefſes of 
LIVERP 00L had to complain of, under the Charter of CRARALES the 
Second, which thoſe of later Times have not bad to complain of, upon the 
total Ceſſati on of all public EL ECOGTIoxs of Magiſtrates (to fay no more) and 
the Exerciſing of all public Management of Affairs by the Council, without the 
Concurrence of the other Burgeſſes in Purſuance of the Purpoſes declared by 
this Charter ? Would not this Grievance (if 1t a one) if not wholly, yer 
in a great Meaſure be remedied, by reſtoring to the Freemen that Right this 
Claufe of the Charter ſeems to give them, of choofing Council-Men ? 3 
In all Ages and Nations of the World, where Liberty hath been preſerved, 
Councils, Senates, Parliaments, and all other Affemblies of Men intraſted with 
the Charge and Direction of public Affairs, have been chofen and appointed by 
the free Suffrages of the People; whereof there can be no more pregnant Inſtance 
given than that of the Election of Parliaments, by the happy Conftitation of 
our own Country, which Auguſt Body of Men cannot be originally conven'd, nor 
eccafionally ſupplicd, conſiſtently with the Freedom of Britows, otherwiſe than 
by free popular EleQion, b 
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King ChHARLEs the Second: 5 * And We farther will, and by 
theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Succeſſors, We 


grant to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the ſaid Town, 


and their Succeſſors, that the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the 
faid Town, and their Succeſſors henceforward in all future Times 
may and ſhall have a Sword, and full Power and Authority 
to carry ſuch Sword before the Mayor of the faid Town for 
the Time being : And We further will, and by theſe Preſents, 
for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Sueceſſors, We mou to the 
Common Council of the Town aforeſaid for the Time being, 
in Council aſſembled, or to the major Part of them (whereof 
the Mayor and one of the Bailiffs of the ſaid Town for the 
Time being We will to be two) full Power and Authoriry 
from Time to Time, for chooſing and naming, and that they 
may be able to chooſe and name one honeſt Man within the 
faid Town, to be the Sword-bearer ; and that he, who fo as is 
before mentioned, ſhall be from time to time elected and 


- nominated to the ſaid Office of Sword-bearer, ſhall be and 


ſhall continue in the ſaid Office during the Pleaſure of the 
Common Council of the faid Town, for the Time being, or 
the * Part of them, of whom the Mayor and one of 
the Bailiffs of the ſaid Town for the Time being, We will to 
be two. 5 * And further, from Our more abundant, and ſpecial Fa- 
vour, and of Our certain Knowledge and meer good Wall, We 
have given, granted, reſtored, confirmed, approved and rati- 


fied 


— —_ — — 


51 A Sword appointed to be carried” before the Mayor, and Power given to 
the Common Council, or TRE MAJoR PAR IT oF THEM, to chooſe a Sword- 
Bearer, in theſe Words: Et ulterius Volumus, et per Preſent. pro nobis Hered. 
et Succeff noſtris concedimus Majori, Ballivis et Burgenſ. Vil- pred. quod 
* habeant et habebunt Gladium, et plen · Poteſt, et Authorit · pre Major 
© Gladium ferendi: Et———concedimus Com. Concilio -in Concilio aſſem- 
© blat. vel xajJorrt Pa RTI £oR UND. (quoram Major. et un · Balliv . duos 
© cfle Volumus) plen · Poteſtatem eligend · & nominand . unum probum 
© Virum infra Vill. pred · fore et eſſe portatorem Gladij, (Ang. Sword -Bearer) 
et quod ille ſie cle&us——cantinuabit in pred. Offic. durante bene placito 
Com. Concil. vEL MAJoRis PAR TI ZORUNDEM, Cc.“ 2 


$2 A further Confirmation of the Grants made by the Charter of King 
CHARLEs I, and uſed before that of Cyanies 11, in theſe WW. Er 
. 8 | 6 ultertus 


- 


A. Sword to be 


? carried, &cs« 


CommonCouns 
cil to chouſe a 
Sword-bcarer« 
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13 fied, and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, Our Heirs and Suc- 

of Former Pri. Ceflors, We do give, grant, reſtore, confirm, approve and 
vileges, Pofſeſ- Tatify to the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of Liverpool 

lions, &- aforeſaid, and their Succeſſors, all and all Manner of Manors, 

| e Milnes, Rents, Lands, Tenements, Tythes, Mea- 

dows, Paſtures, Commons of Paſture, Ferries, Fairs, and 

ſo many, ſo great, the ſame, ſuch and ſuch-like Powers, Pre- 

ſcriptions, Liberties, Privileges, Franchiſes, Immunities, Juriſ- 

dictions, Charters, Letters Patent, Letters Patent of Incorpora- 

tion, Cuſtoms, Offices of Profit, Officers, Exemptions, Quit- 

tances, Waſtes, Waſte Grounds, Farmes, Commodities, Emo- 

luments, Goods, Chattles and Hereditaments whatſoever, how 

many, how great, of what Quality ſoever, and which by the 

ſaid Letters Patent, bearing Date the ſaid fourth Day of July, 

I in the ſecond Year of the ſaid Reign of the late King CHar- 

1 LES the Firſt were rome and confirmed, or mentioned to 

1 be granted and confirmed, or by any other Letters Patent, 

ranted or mentioned to be granted and confirmed to the 

ayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, or which 

the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, or their Predeceſſors, 

by whatſoever Name, or whatſoever Names of Incorporation. 

before the eighteenth Day of Juh, in the F er Year 

of the ſaid Reign of the late King CHARLEs the Second, have 

had, held, uſed, enjoyed or occupied, or had a Right to- 
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© ulterius de uberiori Gratia noſtra, ac ex certa Scientia et mero motu noſtris de- | 

« dimus conceſſimus, reſtitumus, confirm vamus, approbavimus et ratificavimus, 1 
et per Preſentes ——damus, Cc. pred. Majori, Ballivis et Burgenſibus de $28 
« T.iverpoo'e preditt. & Suece ſſor · fuis, omn- et omnimoda Maneria, Meffuagia, 8 
Molendin . Redditus, Terras, Tenementa, Decimas, Prata Paſcua, Paſtur, | 
Commun. Ferias, Nundinas- et tot- tant- talia, ead- et hujuſmodi Poteſtates, 
< Preſcriptiones, Libertates, Privilegia, Franchefias, Immunitates, Juriſdictiones, =. 
© Chartas, Literas Patentes, Literas Patentes Incorporationis, Conſuetudines, 8. 
© Proficua Officia, Officiarios, Exemptiones, e Vaſta, Vacuafunda, 108 
« Commoditates, Emolumenta, bona, catalla et Hereditamenta quecunque —— + 58 
que per dictas Literas Patentes gerent · dat. difto K Die Julij anno regni 8 
c Donn noſtri Regis CAR OLi primi ſecundo conceffa et confirmata fuere 1 
aut per aliquas alias Literas Patentes concefſ. Major. Ball. & Burgenſ. ſive 
quas Major, Ball. et Burgenſes——ante decimum oftavum diem Julij anno 


regn · Dom. no ſtri Carol ſecundi, viceſimo nono habuerunt, “ 
i 8 k PTY 5 . 5 . 5 | y 
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have, hold, uſe or enjoy, to themſelves and their Sueeeſſors, 
by Reaſon or Pretence of the ſaid ſeveral Letters Patent, or 
any of them, or of any other Charters, Grants, or Letters 
Patent whatſoever, by any of Our Progenitors or Anceſtors, 
late Kings or Queens of England, in any Manner made, 
5 8 and confirmed before the ſaid eighteenth Day of 


uly, in the twenty-ninth Year of the ſaid Reign of the late 
ing CHARLES the ſecond, or in whatſoever other legal Manner, 
Right or Title, Cuſtom, Uſe or Preſcription, before the Date 
of theſe Preſents lawfully ufed, had, accuſtomed or vs fin 

And laſtly, We will and by theſe Preſents, for Ourſelves, 
Our Heirs and Succeflors, We grant to the ſaid Mayor, Bai- 
lifts and Burgeſſes of the Town aforeſaid, and their Succeſſors, 
that they may and ſhall have theſe Our. Letters Patent, both 
under Our Great Seal of England, and alſo under the Seal of 
Our County Palatine of e and Our Dutchy of Lan- 
caſter, in due Manner made and ſealed. In Teſtimony where- 


— 


By this repeated Confirmatien, the Grants and Inſtitutions, made by the 
Charter of CRARLES I are again ratified and ęſtabliſned; whereof the Chief 
and moſt Important, beſides the appointment of Magiſtrates, are thoſe of having 
the Affairs and Intereſts of the 0 oration committed to the Management and 
Direction of the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burge ſſes, a ſſembled for that Purpoſe upon 
I 2 Notice; and that they, and they only, in that Capacity ſhall have the 
- over of making By-Laws, for the Adminiſtration of the Community and 2ll 

its Rights and Intereſts, which are declared to have been wy invaded by 

the Charter of CHARLES II, which took the Elections of Magiſtrates, and o- 

> ther Things, out of the Hands of the Burgeſſes, and put them into thoſe of 3 
' Council of Sixty, which is by this Charter declared to be an Oppreflive and 


— — — 


illicit Inſtitution, and therefore 1 diſannulled, and the Direction of ge, | 


the making By-Laws, the Election of Magiſtrates, &c. reſtored and confirme 
2 to the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, aſſembled upon public Summons, as before 
buy the Charter of CHarxrs I, here repeated and and vor with the additional 
nſtitution of a Common Council, tobe a perpetual] ſupply- of Men proper to be 
choſen for Magiſtrates, with a Power to chooſe Sub-Bailiffs aud a 8 
and upon good Reaſon to reje& the ſame, and upon Rejettion or Death to re- 
Place them; as alſo, for good Reaſon, to rejett an Alderman, Bailiff or Com- 
mon Council Man; but appear not, by this Charter, to be empowered to appoint 
others in the ſtead of ſuch as ſhall happen to die cr be fo rejetted - This, Ia 
1 will appear to be all the Power by this Charter given to the Come, 
ow the Adminiſtration for many V ears hath comported with and may be ſup- 
ported by the Char ter, the Intelligent Reader will eaſily Judge; p 
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Advertiſement. 
OBER T WI LLIAMSON, U 


and BoOOKSELLER in Liverpool, ſells, as well for Expor- 
tation as by Wholeſale and Retail, Books in all Lan- 
guages, and in all Arts and Sciences, both new and ſecond- 
hand : All Sorts of Mathematical, Optical, and Muſical 
Inſtruments : Variety of curious Maps and Prints, plain or 
coloured, both Engliſh and Foreign, Framed and Glazed or 
in Sheets; a large Collection of printed Muſic, Songs ſet to 
_ Muſic, beſt Roman Strings, Direction Books to play on diffe- 
rent Inſtruments and Muſic Paper of all Sizes, ruled after the 
beſt Manner, bound or in Sheets : Books neatly bound, gilt, 
and letter'd. 4 Ready Money for old Books, &c. 


N. B. He keeps a circulating Library, where Gentlemen 
; and Ladies may read by the Year or Volume. 


W. here alſo may be had, 
' Juſt Publiſhed, 


The IMPENETRABLE SECRET; 


Being a new and curious Method to diſcoyer 
Perſons Thoughts, with the Key. 
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